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An electronics-store employee watches Prime Minister Stephen Harper deliver a national televised address in Calgary last night. 
Harper pledged to use legal means to save his Conservative government. More on the coalition controversy, pgs 3, 6, 8. 


3 deaths in 3 days 

Two city homicides ruled foul play, one undetermined 


Twitchell’s lawyer 
pleads not guilty 

murder An indie filmmak¬ 
er accused of luring a man 
to a garage and murdering 
him pleaded not guilty to 
first-degree murder yester¬ 
day morning. 

Though 29-year-old Mark 
Twitchell did not appear in 
court, a defence represen¬ 
tative for his lawyer, David 
Cunningham was present 
and entered a plea on his 
behalf. 

Twitchell has not ap¬ 
peared in a courtroom 
since his arrest on Hal¬ 
loween, but is expected to 
make his next court ap¬ 
pearance Feb. 19. The pre¬ 
liminary inquiry into the 
death of 38-year-old John¬ 
ny Altinger has been 
scheduled for Oct. 5 to Oct. 
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Homicide investigators 
say two deaths in Edmon¬ 
ton in the last three days 
were the result of foul 
play, as they wait to hear 
from a medical examiner 
whether a third death is 
ruled a homicide. 

A man was killed by gun¬ 
fire near 148th Avenue and 
89th Street around 10:30 
p.m. Tuesday night, several 
hours after a man’s body 
was found in the middle of 
a field in a north-end city 
park. 


Richard Joseph Whit- 
ford, 39, was also found 
stabbed to death in an in¬ 
ner-city wallcup apartment 
building on Sunday near 
115th Street and 107th Av¬ 
enue in a case police be¬ 
lieve is drug-related. 

So far in their investiga¬ 
tions, detectives don’t be¬ 
lieve all three cases are re¬ 
lated, said Edmonton po¬ 
lice spokesman Jeff Wuite. 

“However, it is impor¬ 
tant to remember that two 
of these files were less 
than 24 hours old,” said 
Wuite. “As the investiga¬ 
tions continue, that infor¬ 
mation might change, but 


“At this time, there 
is nothing to in¬ 
dicate there is any 
connection.’’ 

Jeff Wuite 

at this time, there is noth¬ 
ing to indicate there is any 
connection.” 

Police were seen inter¬ 
viewing a number of wit¬ 
nesses yesterday in the 
neighbourhood of 148th 
Avenue and 89th Street, 
where a man in his 20s 
was found dead on the 
ground with gunshot 


wounds the night before. 

Several witnesses say the 
saw a darlc-coloured SUV 
driving away from the area 
after hearing gunshots, po¬ 
lice said. 

“We haven’t ruled out 
the possibility that it could 
be gang-related,” said 
Wuite. 

An autopsy was sched¬ 
uled on the man for yester¬ 
day afternoon, and Wuite 
says no arrests have been 
made in any of the cases. 

Edmonton has recorded 
31 confirmed homicides 
this year. Thirty-three 
homicides were recorded 
in Edmonton in 2007. 


Arrest made 
in death of 
Edson teen 
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Edson residents can 
breathe a sigh of relief, be¬ 
cause after 68 days of liv¬ 
ing on edge, Mounties 
have arrested a person in 
connection with the death 
of 14-year-old Emily Stauf¬ 
fer. 

RCMP officers slapped 
handcuffs on an Edson 
man yesterday, though 
charges were not immedi¬ 
ately sworn. Once official 
charges are laid, the man’s 
age and identity will be re¬ 
leased. 

The pastor’s daughter 
was killed as she walked 
on a wooded 
path in 
broad day¬ 
light on 
Sept. 27, 
gripping the 
small com¬ 
munity in 
shock and 
fear. 

An inves¬ 
tigative team of more than 
40 officers from a number 
of divisions in central and 
northern Alberta have 
scoured the area since the 
brutal slaying. 

RCMP I< Division Cpl. 
Wayne Oakes credited the 
investigative team yester¬ 
day for their dedication 
and long hours, many 
spent away from home and 
families. 

Days after the attack, a 
woman in her early twen¬ 
ties fabricated a second at¬ 
tack, lying to investigators, 
by claiming she too had 
been targeted on the path. 

Though a medical exam¬ 
iner’s report was complet¬ 
ed, officials have been 
tight-lipped about how the 
girl died. 
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Too warm to skate, officials say 

Outdoor skating in Edmonton will likely be delayed until after New Year's Eve, officials say. Warm temperatures have kept ice to the 
point where it's not frozen enough to safely skate on. Edmonton likely won't see a cold snap until late December, metro edmonton 
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New surgery options for obesity 

Obese patients across Alberta now have access to bariatric surgeries that are 
non-evasive, offer faster healing times and have fewer complications than 
normal procedures while the left side of the stomach is removed. The new 
surgeries can be performed on much larger patients, something that couldn’t be 
achieved through normal procedures, said Dr. Shazeer Karmali, a bariatric 
surgeon at the Royal Alexander Hospital. metro edmonton 


Students from the University of Alberta Conservative Association 
preparation for an anti-coalition government rally today. 



Service dogs in Edmonton. 


Officials tout 
Edmonton's 
accessibility 

disabilities If you’re 
disabled, Edmonton isn’t 
such a bad place, officials 
said yesterday. 

The International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities 
was marked yesterday by 
celebrating recent achieve¬ 
ments for the handi¬ 
capped, organizer Marc 
Quinn said. 

Among the accolades 
was the decision by the 
provincial government to 
allow service dogs the 
same privileges as seeing- 
eye dogs, by allowing them 
anywhere humans can go. 

Also, Quinn said, the ad¬ 
dition of 35 wheelchair-ac¬ 
cessible taxis to city streets 
has been paramount for 
disabled Edmontonians. 

METRO EDMONTON 


The thought of having a 
coalition form the next 
government in Ottawa has 
sparked Edmontonians on 
both sides of the debate to 
kick off protests today. 

Those against a Liberal 
and NDP coalition govern¬ 
ment supported by the Bloc 
Quebecois are expected to 
rally at Edmonton-Strath- 
cona NDP MP Linda Dun¬ 
can’s constituency office at 
1 p.m. in an event organ¬ 
ized by the student-based 
University of Alberta Con¬ 
servative Association. 

“This coalition is really 
undemocratic and it’s a real 
threat to Canada and Cana¬ 
da’s democracy,” said associ¬ 
ation executive Naomi 
Christensen, a 21-year-old 
political-science student at 
the university. 

“We feel it’s a real insult 
to voters, we just went to 
the polls two months ago. 
Canadians picked a minori¬ 
ty government, we didn’t 
vote on a coalition.” 

Pro-coalition supporters 


are expected to protest at 
Churchill Square tonight at 
6 p.m. in a rally organized 
by the Alberta Federation of 
Labour. 

Former city councillor 
Michael Phair, who will be 
emceeing the pro-coalition 


rally tonight, doesn’t mind 
the idea of a coalition. 

“A coalition is a positive 
thing and it can work,” he 
said. “It will have a priority 
in dealing with the econo¬ 
my and that there is an 
agreement within the coali¬ 


display signs they have made in 


tion to work together for 
the next two and a half 
years.” 

The pro-coalition rally is 
among many to be held 
across the countiy organ¬ 
ized by the Canadian 
Labour Congress. 


Lotteries 


Lotto 6 / 49 : 2,8,12, 22,36 and 37 - Bonus 23 
These results are not official 
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Pet adoption gift 
certificates urged 

spca The Edmonton 
Humane Society is urging 
would-be pet parents to 
think before purchasing 
an animal as a Christmas 
gift. 

Instead of purchasing a 
pet, officials are sug¬ 
gesting gift-givers pick out 
a pet before the holidays, 
or to stuff stockings with 
shelter adoption gift 
certificates, so the new pet 
can be picked out after 
Christmas, metro edmonton 
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Video Another day of politi¬ 
cal punchups in Ottawa at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Can cellphones 
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Things began like a lamb 
when Alberta’s 
government kicked off its 
fall session as oil hovered 
above $100 a barrel, but it 
ended like a lion this 
week, thanks to a world 
economic meltdown that 
has made many oil compa¬ 
nies hold back from invest¬ 
ing in the province. 

Oil companies, such as 
Petro-Canada, have can¬ 
celled dozens of multibil- 
lion-dollar upgrader proj¬ 
ects because of falling oil 
prices and markets falling 
to new lows forcing the 
government to make 
changes to its royalty 
framework. 

And with political tur¬ 
moil in Ottawa, Premier Ed 
Stelmach said yesterday it 
would only force compa¬ 
nies to invest elsewhere, 
farther damaging Canada’s 
economy. 

“I can tell you this little 
issue in Ottawa is driving 
more investment out of 
this country than what 
we’ve seen before,” said 
Stelmach yesterday in a 
session that will adjourn 
this week. 

Alberta Liberal Leader 
Kevin Taft said the govern¬ 
ment was “completely un¬ 
prepared in dealing with a 
faltering economy” during 
the fall session. 

“The boom is over and 
we have very little to show 
for it,” said Taft yesterday. 


Sex offender 
sought after 
escape from 
halfway house 


warrant Police are on the 
lookout for a convicted sex 
offender they say slipped 
through their fingers be¬ 
fore they could arrest him 
last week. 
Dana 

Fash, 30, 
has been on 
statutory re¬ 
lease since 
November, 
but after he 
breached 
conditions, 

a warrant was issued for 
his arrest. 

When cops arrived at his 
halfway house last week, 
he slipped out the back 
door. 

Fash is six-foot-one and 
270 pounds, with brown 
hair and eyes. 

METRO EDMONTON 
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For a limited time, earn an extra 1% 
interest 1 on top of HSBC's already 
high rates on new money deposited 
into a High Rate Savings Account as 
of November 24, 2008. 
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your savings. 
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a Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) 

Open a TFSA High Rate Savings Account 
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from your High Rate Savings Account to 
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Harper government to deport another Iraq war resister 

Immigration officials yesterday told Dean Walcott, former U.S. marine and Iraq war resister, that he has until Jan. 6 to leave Canada or be 
deported. Robin Long, a war resister deported on June 3, was court-martialled and received two felony convictions, metro news services 
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Record-setting month 

Canada's two major airlines said yesterday their planes had bigger passen¬ 
ger loads last month, despite economic turmoil. Both Air Canada and rival 
WestJet Airlines Ltd. said their November load factors, a measure of space 
on their planes filled by paying passengers, rose to a record for the month. 
But the two carriers improved for different reasons, with Air Canada bene¬ 
fiting from cutbacks while WestJet’s traffic strengthened. reuters 


News in brief 


AIDS The Canadian AIDS Treat¬ 
ment Information Exchange 
launched its Get the Facts Cam¬ 
paign yesterday. The campaign 
aims to empower people living 
with HIV to make well- 
informed treatment decisions 


and improve their health. At 
the launch celebration, CATIE 
presented the first three pos¬ 
ters and postcards in what will 
be a series of plain-language 
materials that encourage dis¬ 
cussion about starting and ad¬ 


hering to HIV treatment and 
other topics. The posters and 
postcards will be available free 
to community organizations 
across Canada through the 
CATIE Ordering Centre at 
www.catie.co. 


NOVA SCOTIA RCMP shot and 
killed John Andrew Simon, 44, in 
the Wagmatcook First Nations 
community near Baddeck in 
Cape Breton, N.S., Tuesday night 
while responding to a domestic 
complaint, metro news services 
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Harper, Dion 
battle on TV 


Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, fighting to stay in 
power, promised in a rare 
televised address yesterday 
to use “every legal means” 
to block an opposition plan 
to replace his minority Con¬ 
servative government. 

Harper will visit Gov. Gen. 
Michaelle Jean today and is 
expected to ask her 
to suspend Parlia¬ 
ment until his newly 
re-elected govern¬ 
ment delivers a budg¬ 
et on Jan. 27. 

The Liberals and 
New Democrats — 
with support of the 
Bloc Quebecois — are vow¬ 
ing to defeat Harper in a 
confidence vote Monday 
and form a coalition gov¬ 
ernment. 

“At a time like this, a 
coalition with separatists 
cannot help Canada,” a 
sombre Harper said in his 
televised address. “Tonight, 


I pledge to you that Cana¬ 
da’s government will use 
every legal means at our dis¬ 
posal to protect our democ¬ 
racy, to protect our econo¬ 
my and to protect Canada.” 

The opposition parties co¬ 
mplain there was little in 
the recent fiscal statement 
to combat the economic 
slowdown. But what 
galvanized them was 
a government at¬ 
tempt — now aban¬ 
doned — to cut off 
subsidies to political 
parties. 

Liberal Leader 
Stephane Dion, in his 
response to Harper said, “If 
Mr. Harper wants to sus¬ 
pend Parliament, he must 
first face a vote of confi¬ 
dence.” REUTERS 


VIDEO Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s full tele¬ 
vised address can be viewed 
at metronews.ca/canada 



Stephane Dion 



Thai tourists Home sweet home 



William Thompson and wife, Carol, are greeted at Pearson Inter¬ 
national Airport in Toronto by their grandchildren, Connor Childs, 
left, and brother Graham, on their return from Hong Kong after 
protesters closed Bangkok airport. 


Stimulus dollars not yet set: Coalition 


ECONOMY The Liberal-NDP 
coalition seeking to re¬ 
place the minority Tory 
government may deliver a 
fiscal stimulus package 
worth substantially less 
than $30 billion, senior 
legislators said yesterday. 

“It will be less than $30 
billion ... it could be a lot 
less than that,” John Mc- 
Callum, a Liberal Member 


of Parliament and econom¬ 
ic advisor to the party lead¬ 
ership, said of the coali¬ 
tion’s proposed stimulus 
package. 

“It would be irresponsi¬ 
ble and fiscally imprudent 
for a future government to 
give any figure until we 
can see what is the state of 
the books,” he said. 

REUTERS 
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Sweater threadbare 


Home&Abroad 



Canada & world insight 


Andrew 
Cohen 


he Conservatives 
built their recent 
re-election cam¬ 
paign around lead¬ 
ership. They put 
Stephen Harper front and 
centre in their effort to 
persuade Canadians that 
only he could lead them 
through the coming eco¬ 
nomic storm. 

The problem for Harper 
was the popular distrust 
that has followed him 
around like a cranky foot¬ 
note. While few doubted 
Harper’s intelligence and 
discipline, they never 
found him very likeable. 

It was famously said that 
Franklin D. Roosevelt had 
a second-class intellect and 
a first-class temperament. 
It wasn’t really true — FDR 
was also bright — but the 
reverse can surely be said 



of Stephen Harper. He has 
a first-class intellect and a 
second-class temperament. 

Politics is all about mar¬ 
keting, and the selling of 
Stephen Harper has always 
been hard. 

That he is cold and dis¬ 
tant, that he is humourless 
and wooden, we knew. But 
politicians of that ilk, such 
as Richard Nixon, can 
get elected if they can 
persuade us of their 
competence. 

This Harper had done 
in 2 / years in office. 

But to win a 
majority, to 
close the 
deal with 
Canadi¬ 
ans, he 
had to 
make 
them 
more 
com¬ 
fortable 
with him 
— to like 
him. 

And so 
the smart 
Tory 

strategists 


dressed him in sweaters. 

They had him play the 
piano and play with chil¬ 
dren — all to make this 
wallflower look fragrant. 

It failed. Canadians de¬ 
nied Harper his majority, 
again. In Quebec, where he 
had hoped to find extra 
seats, all it took was a dis¬ 
paraging comment 
about culture and 
artists that was so 
silly he refused to 
repeat it in 
French. 

The mask fell. 
Suddenly, there he 
was, his con¬ 
tempt laid 
bare. 


re¬ 
in¬ 
forced a 
sense of 

meanness, 
and it cost 
him. 

When Parliament 
reconvened, he 

talked conciliation. 


Stephen Harper 


Facing another minority, 
he seemed to want to 
make the institution work. 

So what did he do? 

He cancelled public fi¬ 
nancing of political par¬ 
ties, bankrupting his oppo¬ 
nents. 

And he suspended the 
right to strike of public ser¬ 
vants. 

He thought he could get 
away with both while the 
Liberals were leaderless. 

He is an unreconstructed 
bully, and presented with a 
chance to land a blow up¬ 
on a bruise, he can’t resist. 

We have never had a 
prime minister in memory 
quite like him. John 
Diefenbalcer, Pierre 

Trudeau, Brian Mulroney 
and Jean Chretien could 
brawl but had charm. 
Louis St. Laurent, Lester 
Pearson and Joe Clark were 
gentle souls. 

Stephen Harper is some¬ 
thing else. And that’s why 
he and his government are 
in trouble today. 


Andrew Cohen, a professor and 
journalist, is the author of 
Extraordinary Canadians: Lester B. Pearson. 


Views 


Men, not poverty, affect crime rate 



As Canada slips and slides 
toward higher rates of un¬ 
employment, many are 
asking whether this will 
increase crime. 

The simple answer is 
that unemployment and 
crime rates are not system¬ 
atically related. It’s not 
that poverty is unrelated to 
crime, but it’s just not pos¬ 
sible to find any statistical 
relationship between 
changing rates of unem¬ 
ployment and changing 
rates of crime over the past 
50 years. 

If, on the other hand, 
you start looking at our jail 


populations, you begin to 
see familiar portraits: Most 
are male, working class or 
poorer, with little educa¬ 
tion and few social skills. 

Consider, for example, 
homicide in Canada. 

For the past 50 years, 
British Columbia has had a 
rate of killing that is five 
times that of Newfound¬ 
land — a province that for 
decades languished under 
double-digit unemploy¬ 
ment. What drives homi¬ 
cide rates (and most other 
crime rates) is not unem¬ 
ployment, or even poverty, 
but two more important 
variables: Culture and de¬ 
mographic shifts. 

The culture of British Co¬ 
lumbia is quite different 
from that of Newfound¬ 
land — the West has less 
community, a more tran- 


Meaningful change 
depends on... the 
communities we 
create. 

sient population, and an 
established network of 
young men who use hand¬ 
guns as their tool of last re¬ 
sort in business transac¬ 
tions. Second, more than 
70 per cent of all crime, in 
every country in the world, 
is committed by young 
men between the ages of 
15 and 29. If the percent¬ 
age of the male population 
between these ages either 
increases or shrinks, crime 
rates will rise and fall ac¬ 
cordingly. When crime in 
Canada began to rise in the 
late 1960s, it was because 
of the surge of the baby 


boomers. 

In 1976, young men be¬ 
tween 18 and 29 made up 
10 per cent of the Canadi¬ 
an population; today, they 
represent less than five per 
cent. When crime rates be¬ 
gan to fall in the early 
1990s it was no surprise; 
the tail end of the surge of 
the baby boomers, those 
born in 1964, left their 
crime prone years in 1993. 

In other words, tough 
economic times are not go¬ 
ing to drive our crime rates 
down, or through the roof. 
Meaningful change de¬ 
pends on our culture and 
the communities we create 
— and, unfortunately, on 
the prevalence of young 
men in our populations. 


Neil Boyd is a criminologist at Simon 
Fraser University in Vancouver 


STEPHEN HARPER GOES 
INTO "CAMPAIGN MOPE” 
TO SAVE HIS JOB.- 



Letters 


What’s so abnormal about 
just wanting to date? 


Re: Blame the Boomers by 
Denise Rudniclci, Dec. 3. 

Based on a couple of ex¬ 
amples, you conclude that 
young people today are not 
marrying simply because 
they are selfish, materialis¬ 
tic and egomaniacal. That’s 
quite a broad brush with 
which you’re painting. 

Marriage is not necessar¬ 
ily a sign of maturity. Any¬ 
one can get married, but 
some people aren’t emo¬ 
tionally prepared or simply 
inclined to make such a 
profound commitment. So 
what if people are happy 
“just” dating? It’s attitudes 
like yours that makes soci¬ 
ety view unmarried people 
as abnormalities. 

MELISSA HENRY 

TORONTO, ONT 

Lame duck leader does not 
have a mandate to lead 


I am appalled that a lame 
duck Liberal party leader, 
that the country and his 
own party have rejected, is 
attempting to grab power 
through an unholy alliance 
with socialists and sepa¬ 
ratists. Canadians certainly 
did not vote for this coali¬ 
tion government. 

KIM STEVENS, SPRUCE GROVE, AB 


Coalition went up the Hill 
to fetch a pail of power 

Separatists can not be al¬ 
lowed to be part of any 
coalition. The Liberals and 
NDP are not concerned for 
all Canadians, and this will 
heat up Western separa¬ 
tion as they attack oil and 
potash wealth. Jack and 
Gilles along with Stephane 
may try to go up the Hill to 
fetch a pail of power, but 
Canadians will see to it 
they fall down and break 
their (self-appointed) 
crowns. richard knack, 

EDMONTON, AB 

Politics interesting again 

I am so pleased about this 
whole episode of coalition 
government and it has 
generated so much inter¬ 
est across the countiy. 

We have never seen any¬ 
thing like this. We are 30 
million-plus and we have 
30 million-plus opinions 
from taxi drivers, bus driv¬ 
ers, bartenders, barbers 
and students. You name it, 
we have one. We have al¬ 
ways known that Canadian 
politics is boring and par¬ 
ticipation level is always 
low. Well done politicians, 
you folks finally did it. You 
woke us all up. 

ANANT NAGPUR, OTTAWA, ONT 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Family of trampled Wal-Mart employee files lawsuit 

The family of a man killed in a stampede of frenzied holiday shoppers filed a wrongful death lawsuit against Wal-Mart Stores Inc yesterday, seeking unspeci¬ 
fied damages. Shoppers on New York's Long Island broke down doors and surged into the Valley Stream Wal-Mart at 5 a.m. last Friday. Reuters 


World/Business 


U.S. urges co-operation 


Business 


FBI gathering evidence in India 


The chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff urged 
Pakistan yesterday to 
investigate all possible 
links between the Mum¬ 
bai attacks and Pakistani 
groups and to broaden its 
campaign against 
militants. 

Admiral Mike Mullen 
flew in for talks with Pak¬ 
istan’s eight-month-old civ¬ 
ilian government and mili¬ 
tary commanders, as part 
of U.S. diplomatic efforts to 
diffuse tension between 
Pakistan and India after 


• Attorney General Michael 
Mukasey said yesterday that 
FBI agents are working with In¬ 
dian police to provide assis- 

the Mumbai attacks. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice was in 
New Delhi to consult the 
Indian government. 

Mullen urged Pakistani 
officials to “investigate ag¬ 
gressively any and all pos¬ 
sible ties to groups based 


tance and gather evidence 
about the attacks in India’s fi¬ 
nancial hub of Mumbai that 
killed 171 people. 

in Pakistan”, the U.S. em¬ 
bassy said in a statement. 

Rice urged Pakistan to 
cooperate “fully and trans¬ 
parently” in the investiga¬ 
tion. She is due in Islam¬ 
abad today, the prime min¬ 
ister’s office said. 

Indian Foreign Minister 


Pranab Mulcherjee said the 
attacks on Mumbai that 
killed 171 people, includ¬ 
ing foreigners, were led 
from inside Pakistan, and 
said India would act deci¬ 
sively to protect its territo¬ 
rial integrity. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan 
killed up to 30 Islamist 
militants in an air strike 
and three soldiers and a 
civilian were killed in a 
suicide attack in the north¬ 
west near the Afghan bor¬ 
der yesterday, officials 

Said. REUTERS 


Congo European peacekeeping mission on hold 



A child plays in a puddle in a camp for displaced people yesterday near the town of Mugunga, 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Belgium said yesterday it saw no prospect of a European 
peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo, for now. 


News in brief 


Sea life threatened by noise 


Flights dear 
for takeoff 
in Thailand 

protest Anti-government 
protesters lifted their crip¬ 
pling, eight-day blockade 
of Thailand’s main airport 
yesterday, raising the 
hopes of 230,000 stranded 
tourists even though there 
is no end in sight to the 
wider political crisis. 

A Thai Airways domestic 
flight landed earlier in the 
morning and several inter¬ 
national flights were 
scheduled to leave soon af¬ 
ter. although it was un¬ 
clear when full operations 
would resume. 

Thousands of yellow- 
shirted People’s Alliance 
for Democracy (PAD) ac¬ 
tivists made way for an 
army of cleaners at the $4- 
million Suvarnabhumi ter¬ 
minal. 

“I have strong confi¬ 
dence that eveiything will 
be OK and will be back to 
normal in two days,” air¬ 
port general manager Seri- 
rat Prasutanond told 
Reuters as PAD officials 
swept up debris left by 
their sit-in, the latest stunt 
in a six-month protest 
campaign. reuters 


ARMS More than 90 nations 
signed a treaty yesterday to 
ban cluster bombs that have 
killed and maimed thousands, 
though powerful arms produc¬ 
ers including the U.S., Russia 
and China remain outside the 
pact. Eighteen of 26 NATO 
members signed the pact, 
which many hailed as a 
humanitarian feat. 


science Man-made noise in 
the world’s seas and 
oceans is becoming an in¬ 
creasing threat to whales, 
dolphins and turtles who 
use sound to communi¬ 
cate, forage for food and 
find mates, wildlife ex¬ 
perts said yesterday. 

Ship engines, seismic 
surveys by oil and gas com¬ 
panies, and military sonars 


are triggering an “acoustic 
fog and cacophony of 
sounds” underwater. 

According to “Ocean 
Noise: Turn It Down”, a new 
report by the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare, 
the distance over which 
blue whales can communi¬ 
cate has been cut by 90 per¬ 
cent as a result of higher 
noise levels. reuters 


Housing sales stall 


Canada’s real-estate market 
Is expected to be “some¬ 
what static” for at least the 
next six months as the eco¬ 
nomic downturn makes po¬ 
tential buyers extra 
cautious, while the average 
house price Is expected to 
fall, according to a report 
released yesterday. 

The Re/Max Housing 
Market Out¬ 
look, which 
tracks 22 
markets 
across the 
countiy, says 
it expects 
440,000 
homes to 
change hands 
in 2008, 
down 15 per 
cent from 
2007. It pre- 


Report highlights 

• A buyers market emerged 
in the latter half of 2008. 

• Housing values are ex¬ 
pected to slip three per cent 
to an average of $300,000. 

• Unit sales should match 
2008 levels by year end 
2009, but the average price 
is forecast to fall another 
two per cent to $293,000. 


dieted the same number of 
sales for next year, but the 
first six to nine months of 
2009 will be under pres¬ 
sure from volatility in fi¬ 
nancial markets and the 
threat of recession. 

Housing markets should 
recover as stability returns 
to the financial sector, the 
report said, and a bounce- 
back could oc- 
cur “as early 
as spring.” 

Eleven ma¬ 
jor markets 
are expected 
to match or 
exceed 2008 
home sales 
next year, 
with Saska¬ 
toon seen 
leading the 
charge, reuters 


RIM to push 
Certicom offer 

takeover BlackBeny maker 
Research In Motion said yes¬ 
terday it plans to make a di¬ 
rect takeover offer to Certi¬ 
com Corp shareholders of 
$1.50 a share in cash be¬ 
cause it has been unable to 
advance talks with the en- 
ciyption software firm. The 
offer, which comes after 
RIM cut its third-quarter 
profit and revenue outlook, 
represents a 76.5 per cent 
premium over the closing 
price of Certicom stock on 
Dec. 2, RIM said. reuters 


TSX closes down 
despite rally 

MARKETS The S&P/TSX com¬ 
posite index closed down 
30.85 points, or 0.37 per 
cent, yesterday at 8,296.96 
with six of its 10 subindex¬ 
es finishing lower. The 
main index still managed 
to close more than 200 
points above the session 
low it hit at midaftemoon, 
as some investors snapped 
up stocks at beaten-down 
prices. With the lower 
close, the benchmark index 
is now down 10.5 per cent 
on the week. reuters 


Business in brief 


RATE CUT New Zealand’s central 
bank slashed interest rates by a 
record 150 basis points due to 
financial market turmoil and a 
markedly weaker economy. 

APPOINTMENT Finning Interna¬ 
tional Inc., a heavy equipment 
dealer, has appointed former 
MP David Emerson to its board 
of directors. 


APPLE Apple Inc might be block¬ 
ing rival software makers who 
want to sell music for the 
iPhone, according to rivals and a 
technology rights group. 

MYSPACE News Corp.'s online 
social network will make video 
clips from its members' pages 
available for viewing on many 
mobile devices. reuters 


Victim Services 

STRATHCONA COUNTY RCMP 


Invites you to Volunteer 
as an Advocate 


Work directly with Victims 
of Crime or trauma 

Call Shelly or El lory 

780.449.0153 




Val Berg’s 

MENS WEAR GROUP 


CITY CENTRE 

10200 - 102 AVE, EDMONTON 

780.424.3424 
LENDRUM PLACE 

5722 - 111 ST, EDMONTON 

780.435.6470 
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NFL in 3-D 

The NFL will broadcast tonight's Raiders/Chargers game in 3 -D to three theatres in New York, Boston and Los Angeles. 

Eight 3 -D camera crews will film the action for the test broadcast, which will have its own commentators. 3 -D viewers must don polarized lenses to see the action, metro news services 
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Sports 



Avery faces the music today 

The Stars’ Sean Avery will meet with NHL commissioner Gary Bettman today in 
New York to explain himself in the wake of controversial comments made Tuesday 
that resulted in his indefinite suspension. Avery’s comments regarding actress El¬ 
isha Cuthbert ignited a storm of criticism from both teammates and opponents. Av¬ 
ery apologized for his remarks yesterday, saying “it was a bad attempt to build ex¬ 
citement for the game.” metro news services 


Oilers 


NHL RESULT 


Stars 2 Oilers 5 



THE SKINNY: The Oilers 
got goals by Shawn Horcoff, 
Lubomir Visnovsky, Marc 
Pouliot, Ales Hemsky and An¬ 
drew Cogliano and 23 saves 
from Mathieu Garon to snap a 
five-game losing streak at 
Rexall Place. 


THE QUOTE: "This time we 
really focused on getting a 
good start" said Dustin 
Penner, who had two assists in 
the first period. "We had to 
get off to a good start against 
these guys.’’ 


THE BIG PLAY: It was 1-0 Ed¬ 
monton in the first period 
when Visnovsky took a pass 
from Cogliano and blew a 



back on the winning track 

NHL point with an assist on 
Pouliot's 3-0 goal. Schremp, 
drafted 25th in 2004 by the 
Oilers, was playing his fourth 
NHL game. 


THE LONG WAIT: Garon 
hadn't started a game since 
Nov. 6 , when he lost his fourth 
straight decision in a 4-3 
defeat in Pittsburgh. He hadn't 
made an appearance since 
Nov. 20 , when he came in for 
Dwayne Roloson and took a 
fifth straight defeat in relief (4- 
3 loss to Detroit). 


Marc-Antoine Pouliot celebrates his second period goal last night. 


slapper past Marty Turco on a 
power play at 19:48. It marked 
just the third time this season 
the Oilers have scored two 
goals in the opening 20 min¬ 
utes. 


GOT THEIR NUMBER: 

Mike Modano, who notched 
the winner in a 4-3 decision 
over the Oilers Sunday, scored 
both Dallas goals. Modano 


has 75 points in 63 career 
games against Edmonton. 


IN THE BOOKS: Rob 

Schremp, recalled from the 
AHL Tuesday, recorded his first 


NO WELCOME MAT: The 

Stars had won 10 of their last 
11 games against the Oilers 
coming into this one, includ¬ 
ing seven straight at Rexall 
Place. 


NO WELCOME MAT: The 

Oilers play the Kings in Los An¬ 
geles Friday. 

ROBIN BROWNLEE/ 
FOR METRO EDMONTON 


One-dimensional players not welcome 



Zach Boychuk, left and P.K. Subban are two of the returining attendees. 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


The boys in the red and 
white may be a little 
green at this year’s world 
junior championship in 
Ottawa. 

Hockey Canada an¬ 
nounced yesterday its 38- 
player selection camp ros¬ 
ter for the world junior 
championship, a group 
that will gather for four 
days in Ottawa starting 
Dec. 11. 

Eighteen players coming 
to camp are aged 18 or 
younger, while there are 
only four returnees from 
the group that won Cana¬ 
da’s fourth straight gold 
medal last year. 

“It could be a bunch of 
18-year-olds that make it,” 
head coach Pat Quinn said. 
“It will be about maturity. 
Let’s face it: Some 18-year- 
olds are more mature than 


some at 19 or 25 for that 
matter. If we’re young, 
that’s what we are.” 

The roster features four 
goalies, 14 defencemen and 
20 forwards. Forwards John 
Tavares and Zach Boychuk 
and blueliners Thomas 
Hickey and P.K. Subban are 
the returnees. 

Much-tallced-about Mon¬ 
treal Junior forward Angelo 
Esposito will get a fourth 
crack at making the roster. 

Some of the bigger 
names among the newcom¬ 
ers are Taylor Hall, an early 
favourite to go No. 1 in the 
2010 NHL draft; Vancouver 
Canucks first-rounder Cody 
Hodgson; and St. Louis 
Blues fourth overall pick 
Alex Pietrangelo. 

One-dimensional players 
were not welcome. 

“The guys coming to 
camp are real good players 
that do something elite but 
they have a well-rounded 
game,” said the team’s 


head scout, A1 Murray. 

If Canada can win a fifth 
straight medal, it would 
match its own record of 
five straight titles from 
1992 to 1997. 


“At the end of the day on 
Dec. 15, we’re hoping we 
can pick 22 men who will 
come together as a team,” 
Quinn said. “It’s not skill 
that wins in any game of 


hockey. It’s how those 
skills blend to come togeth¬ 
er stronger as a unit.” 

The tournament opens 
Boxing Day at Scotiabanlc 
Place. 


AL MVP Pedroia re-ups at six years, $40 million with Red Sox 


mlb The Boston Red Sox 
have agreed to terms with 
AL MVP Dustin Pedroia 
on a six-year contract 
with a club option for 
2015. 

Financial terms were 
not disclosed, but numer¬ 
ous media outlets in 
Boston say the deal is 



worth US$40.5 million. 

The new pact covers Pe- 
droia's remaining arbitra¬ 
tion years and 
buys out 
two years 
of free 
agency 
— three 
if the op¬ 


tion is exer¬ 
cised. 

According 
to the Boston 
Globe, Pedroia 
will receive a 
$1.5 million 
signing bonus 
and a $1.5 mil¬ 
lion salary for 


2009. 

Pedroia is set to earn 
$3.5 million in 2010, $5.5 
million in 2011, $8 mil¬ 
lion in 2012, $10 million 
in 2013 and $10 million 
in 2014, with a club op¬ 
tion for $11 million in 
2015 and a buyout of that 
option worth $500,000. 


The paper also said the 
option will increase to 
$13 million should Pe¬ 
droia win another MVP 
over the next six years. 

Another top-three fin¬ 
ish in league MVP voting 
would also increase the 
option. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Mitchell out, 
Trianoin 


nba The Toronto Raptors 
fired head coach Sam 
Mitchell yesterday, a day af¬ 
ter the team suffered the 
fifth-worst defeat in 
franchise history. 

Canadian assistant Jay 
Triano, formerly in charge 
of Canada’s national team, 
was appointed 
interim coach 
and, according 
to Raptors Pres¬ 
ident Bryan 
Colangelo, is 
expected to re¬ 
main in the 
role through the end of the 
season. “It’s safe to say after 
the debacle we all 
witnessed last night, (a 39- 
point loss to Denver), not to 
mention several other 
instances ... you come to a 
point where you realize 
some of the things you 
want to see out there aren't 
taking place,” Colangelo 
told reporters. 

In four-plus seasons in 
Toronto, Mitchell posted a 
record of 156-189, earning 
NBA coach of the year in 
2006-07 after guiding the 
Raptors to the Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion title and back into the 
playoffs for the first time in 
five years. reuters 



Mitchell 


Maurice back 
with Canes 

nhl The Carolina 
Hurricanes have made a 
coaching change, replacing 
Peter Laviolette with his 
predecessor, Paul Maurice. 
Maurice will return to the 
job he held for seven full 
seasons and parts of two 
others before Laviolette 
took over 30 games into 
the 2003-04 campaign. In 
addition, Ron Francis has 
been named an associate 
coach. “This is a real strong 
addition with Paul and 
Ronnie leading our coach¬ 
ing staff,” said Hurricanes 
president and general man¬ 
ager Jim Rutherford. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Sports in brief 


MLB According to the New York 
Daily News, the Atlanta Braves 
are preparing a five-year offer 
to free agent pitcher A.J. 
Burnett. Atlanta also reached a 
tentative deal Tuesday to 
acquire pitcher Javier Vazquez 
from the White Sox. 

NHL The Flyers’ Daniel Briere 
will miss the next 4 to 5 weeks 
with a groin strain. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Sakic out for at least six weeks 

Colorado Avalanche centre Joe Sakic will miss at least the next six weeks while receiving 
treatment for a herniated disc in his back, metro news services 


Who's got the power? 


T he Hockey News’ 
upcoming 100 
People of Power 
and Influence edi¬ 
tion is one of the 
most tallced-about issues 
we publish each year. 
Whether they admit it or 
not, the big players — on 
the ice and off of it — in 
the hockey world love to 
see how our staff has 
ranked their impact and 
current standing in the 
game. 

I’m not going to reveal 
in this space which mem¬ 
bers of the Oilers organiza¬ 
tion are on the list; you’ll 
have to pick up that issue 
(on sale Dec. 22) to discov¬ 
er who’s made our cut. 

However, I don’t mind 
providing my own rank¬ 
ings of who holds the most 


TheHockeyNews 


Adam 


Protea u 

y 

thehockeynews.com 


sway in Edmonton these 
days. 

1. Daryl Katz. What, you 
were expecting Rae Dawn 
Chong perhaps? Katz is 
the chief benefactor of The 
Golden Rule: He who has 
the gold, makes the rules. 

2. Kevin Lowe. Lowe may 
have vacated the GM title 
to Steve Tambellini this 
season, but don’t kid your¬ 
self — his is still a very po¬ 
tent opinion when Oilers 


brass convenes to plot out 
strategy. 

3. Whoever is playing 
well in Edmonton’s net. As 
embattled coach Craig 
MacTavish has demon¬ 
strated this season, per¬ 
sonal preferences and/or 
contract status means lit¬ 
tle in deciding who’ll be 
between the pipes on any 
particular night. 

4. (three-way tie) Sam 
Gagner, Ales Hemsky and 
Andrew Cogliano. I’m sure 
there are many downsides 
to being fabulously talent¬ 
ed, notably wealthy and 25 
years old or younger, but 
as someone who is mar¬ 
ginally talented, notably 
non-wealthy and 36 years 
or older, I certainly can’t 
see it. Goaltending aside, 
as this trio of forwards 


goes, so too will the Oilers 
in the years to come. 

5. Chris Pronger’s lega¬ 
cy. Don’t believe me? Well, 
just tap the person next to 
you and whisper the fol¬ 
lowing into their ear: “You 
know, I think Pronger is 
really just a misunder¬ 
stood, delicate soul who 
deserves forgiveness.” 
Then sit back — while pro¬ 
tecting your head and any 
other sensitive body areas 
— and marvel at the anger 
the mere mention of his 
name still inspires. Now 
that’s power. 

236. Dustin Penner. 
How the mightily-paid 
have fallen. 

3lie Hotkey Nctus 
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Avery, Burress learn the hard way 


Image-conscious North 
American sports leagues 
are increasingly clamping 
down on anti-social 
behaviour. 

This week, New York Gi¬ 
ants wide receiver Plaxico 
Burress was suspended for 
the rest of the season by his 
club after accidentally shoot¬ 
ing himself in the thigh and 
being charged with two 
counts of illegal weapons 


possession. Perhaps because 
his team acted swiftly, Bur¬ 
ress has not yet received any 
punishment from the NFL 
following the incident in a 
New York nightclub on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

While there is little evi¬ 
dence of sympathy for Bur¬ 
ress, Tuesday’s indefinite 
suspension, pending a hear¬ 
ing, of Dallas Stars player 
Sean Aveiy for making vul¬ 


gar comments regarding a 
former girlfriend raises dif¬ 
ferent questions. Aveiy 
should find out today the 
length of any suspension he 
may receive and his is an un¬ 
usual case — abusing an offi¬ 
cial is a common enough 
reason for a suspension, 
making a crude remark 
about an ex-girlfriend seems 
an odd one. Yet the reason¬ 
ing for the swift action taken 


against Aveiy was similar to 
that used by the NFL against 
lawbreakers — conduct 
detrimental to the game of 
hockey. It is a tricky area for 
leagues to decide what land 
of language is out of bounds 
and, as one columnist noted, 
Aveiy’s words were relative¬ 
ly mild compared to the 
‘trash talk’ that takes place, 
unpunished, on the ice. 

REUTERS 


SCOREBOARD 

NHL 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
EDMONTON 5 Dallas 2 
Ottawa 5 Atlanta l 
Chicago 4 Anaheim 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3 Pittsburgh 2 (SO) 
Minnesota 4 St. Louis 0 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
N.Y. Rangers at Montreal 
New Jersey at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Islanders at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Florida 
Vancouver at Detroit 
Colorado at Nashville 
Toronto at Phoenix 
Columbus at San Jose 


NBA 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Atlanta 105 Memphis 95 
Boston 114 Indiana 96 
Charlotte 103 Oklahoma City 97 
Cleveland 118 New York 82 
Houston 103 L.A. Clippers 96 
L.A. Lakers 114 Philadelphia 102 
Miami 93 Utah 89 
Milwaukee 97 Chicago 90 
New Orleans 104 Phoenix 91 
Orlando 100 Minnesota 89 
Portland 98 Washington 92 

TONIGHT'S GAMES 
Phoenix at Dallas 
San Antonio at Denver 


NFL 


TONIGHT’S GAME 

Oakland at San Diego 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Cleveland at Tennessee 
Houston at Green Bay 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Jacksonville at Chicago 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
Cincinnati at Indianapolis 
New England at Seattle 
N.Y. Jets at San Francisco 
Kansas City at Denver 
Dallas at Pittsburgh 
St. Louis at Arizona 
Washington at Baltimore 
Miami vs. Buffalo (at Toronto) 


NHL Senators thrash Atlanta 



Ottawa's Jason Spezza reacts after scoring on the Thrashers' Ondrej Pavelec last night. The Sena¬ 
tors won the game 5-1, taking their third straight win on home ice. 


REUTERS/CHRISTOPHER PIKE_ 















THIS WEEKEND 
AT THE BAY 

Friday, Dec. 5th to Sunday, Dec. 7th 

Spend $ 50 or more (before taxes) in cosmetics 
and fragrances and receive your gift of a 

Bay Beauty VIP 
Jv Savings Passport 


Redeem your Bay Beauty VIP Savings 
Passport by visiting us in the cosmetics 
and fragrance department each month from 
December 2008 until April 2009 to get 

$10 off 

I I I your purchase 

every month* 
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THE BAY 

TRAVEL BLOCKBUSTER 
palette 


*25 




ESTEE LAUDER 

*45 

With any Estee Lauder fragrance purchase 


DONNA KARAN 

Cashmere Mist set 
(Value $106) 

*78 


GIORGIO ARMANI 

Receive this weekender bag as your gift with 
any purchase of $80 or more from the 
ARMANI Men’s Fragrance Collection 


*80 


(or more) 


GIVE THE GIFT OF BEAUTY 


*The Bay Beauty VIP Savings Passport is redeemable only at the Bay for 
$10 off any cosmetics or fragrance purchase of $50 or more (before taxes) 
once each month from December 2008 to April 2009. 
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sandalwood 

pure.natural.true 


A community that makes urban living feel 
like the most natural thing in the world. 




Metro Homes 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS DUNLOP, DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^METRONEWS.CA 

Sweet dreams start 
with some pillow talk 



A pillow with enough height to support the natural curve of the neck is essential for a good sleep. 


Anyone who’s ever toured 
a show home or booked 
themselves into a five-star 
hotel knows bedroom de¬ 
signers are serious about 
how a pillow looks on a 
bed. Flip the number one 
pillow consideration from 
form to function, however, 
and everyone who’s slept 
with the wrong pillow also 
knows that even the best 
looking pillow has got to 
be more than a place to rest 
a weary head. 

Functional talk about 
what a pillow is supposed to 
do is the name of the game 
at Cushy Life, a bedding 
boutique in Calgary. The 
store sells all of the soft fur¬ 
nishings you need to outfit 
a bedroom; from bedding to 
decorative cushions, shams, 
bed skirts and draperies. 
But when the talk turns to 
pillows, Cushy Life propri¬ 
etors Michelle and Jonathan 
Edwards get personal, fast. 

“If they’re buying pillows, 
we ask a lot of direct ques¬ 
tions about their sleeping 
habits. We ask about their 
sleeping position, whether 
they wear pajamas and 
whether they wake up in 
the same position in which 
they fell asleep, or if they’re 
someone who tosses and 
turns,” says Michelle. 

The answers matter be¬ 
cause they impact eveiy- 
thing from pillow firmness 
to the size of pillow you 
should buy. 

Pillow firmness matters 
because it can have a direct 
impact on how well you 
sleep and whether you 
wake with pain in your 
neck or back, says Dr. Gena 
Boris, a chiropractor. 

Even if the pain can be 
linked to other health is¬ 
sues such as arthritis, the 
wrong pillow can con¬ 
tribute to a poor sleeping 
posture. 

“Typically, stomach sleep¬ 
ing is the worst posture you 
could go with at night and it 
wouldn’t really matter 
which type of pillow you’re 
using if that’s your sleeping 
posture,” notes Boris. 

For back and slide sleep¬ 
ers, however, a pillow with¬ 
out enough height to sup¬ 
port the natural curve of 
the neck might lead to 
pinching and joint prob¬ 
lems. On the other hand, “a 
pillow that is too high will 


cause the muscles on the 
same side of the pillow to 
be over-stretched,” says 
Boris. 

While it’s tough to gener¬ 
alize about what makes a 
good pillow, support is criti¬ 
cal. Some of Boris’ clients 
have found great relief from 
using a water pillow. Indi¬ 
viduals adjust support by 
filling or draining the liquid 
core, which shifts with the 
sleeper to maintain correct 
head and neck support. 
Others love their pillows 
made of “memory foam” 
material, which feature 
contours that support the 
head and neck. 

As the purveyors of high- 
quality bedding, Cushy 
Life’s clientele typically 
want information about the 
virtues of down pillows and 
whether they provide 
enough support. “They defi¬ 
nitely can,” says Michelle. 
“We want the client to leave 
the store with a pillow that 
provides enough support. 
That is the first goal. Budget 
will often dictate how we 
get there. More down can 
mean more money, but we 
have many qualities and 
lofts to choose from.” 

A pillow with a firmer 
feather core, which is then 
surrounded by high-end 


Sleep on it 

To minimize stress on 
your back while sleeping, 
The Canadian Chiropractic 
Association recommends 
you: Sleep on your side or 
back, not your stomach and 
sleep on a firm mattress 
with a supportive pillow. 

down, is another option for 
people who want additional 
support, plus the luxuiy of 
down, adds Jonathan. 

ALLERGIES? KEEP IT CLEAN 

Cushy Life employees al¬ 
so field a lot of questions 
about down and allergies. 
“A lot of people think they 
are allergic to down when 
they’re really allergic to 
what lives in untreated and 
inferior down,” with dust 
mites and other contami¬ 
nants posing the biggest 
problems, says Jonathan. 

To preclude issues related 
to contaminants all of the 
products sold as “down” at 
Cushy Life are treated with 
the Zurguard Down Process¬ 
ing System, which guaran¬ 
tees the down is hypoaller¬ 
genic and completely aller¬ 
gen free. To further guard 
against contaminants, each 
pillow also features a tight¬ 
ly-woven ticking that is dust 


mite proof and made from 
100 per cent Egyptian cot¬ 
ton. Add an Egyptian cotton 
pillow protector you can re¬ 
move and wash eveiy six 
months or so-and pillow 
maintenance is a snap. 

As for the cost of a good 
pillow, Cushy Life’s lowest- 
loft pillows, which you can 
expect to last about 20 
years, start at around $100, 
slightly more than you 
might expect to pay for a 
water pillow or one made of 
memory foam. As for how 
much you could spend, the 
sky’s the limit. Cushy Life 
sells a few Eiderdown pil¬ 
lows for $3,320 a few times 
a year. “That’s more for 
somebody who wants to say 
they’ve got the best-of-the- 
best,” says Michelle. 
NURTURED NATURE: The down 
used in pillows carried by 
Calgary’s own Cushy Life 
bedding boutique is hand 
collected from the nests of 
wild Eider Ducks in Eider 
Duck sanctuaries. 

The birds are attracted to 
the sanctuaries by food sup¬ 
plied by down collectors, 
which only harvest 30 per 
cent of the down at any one 
time, so as not to disrupt 
the birds. 

SOURCE MEDIA GROUP 
EDITED BY METRO EDMONTON 

























For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 

~l WAL-MART te' i &J V isions 

Phone availability and price mayvary. Prices are subject to change without notice. *Available until December 25,2008. Effective net price after in-store discount at time of activation. Available for clients (new and renewal) who activate voice and data service with a combination of a voice rate plan and a data add-on totalling $45 or more on a 3 year term. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without 
advance notice. fOffer available as an add-on to voice rate plans with a plan rate of $30 or greater on PDA smartphones (with TELUS mobile email only) and BlackBerry smartphones (with BlackBerry Internet Service only). An additional 100 will apply for each text message or attachment sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Premium messages are not included. Instant messaging available with Windows Live Messenger on PDA smartphones 
only and BlackBerry Messenger on BlackBerry smartphones only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $8/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Cannot be combined with any other data plan. Web browsing and applications usage is not available on BlackBerry smartphones and is charged at pay-per-use rate of $8/MB on PDA smartphones. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly 
are trademarks of TELUS Corooration. The BlackBerrv smartDhone and RIM families of related marks, imaaes and symbols are the exclusive DroDerties of and trademarks of or reaistered trademarks of Research In Motion Limited - used bv Dermission. Gooale and the Gooale loao are trademarks of Gooale. Inc. Yahoo is a reaistered trademark of Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are Drooertv of their resDective owners. © 2008 TELUS. 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


Downtown 


Fort Saskatchewan 


9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 

Leduc 

6B - 5904 50th St. 


TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


A 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
TELUS Plaza North 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Mall 
West Edmonton Mall 


5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

162 -26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Sherwood Park Mall 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 


^TELUS 

the future is friendly 


30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 

30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 


smart deal is coming 
your way. 

Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve for just $49.99.* 


9915 108A Ave. NW 

11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 


5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


For $20/month, add to select voice plans: 

UNLIMITED personal email, IM and text, 
all on Canada’s largest 3G network. 1. 


14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 


9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 


5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 


$49 


99 ' 


3G 


BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330 smartphone 

(3 year term) 


Yxnoo? 


MAIL 


X 
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SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEPHANIE BOMBA, STEPHAN IE. BOMBAY METRONEWS.CA 


Gamers’ delight 


KAREN FALCON 

for Metro Canada 


got A gamer on your list? 
This roundup of recent re¬ 
leases (all under $70) cov¬ 
ers the best across the 
three major consoles and 
includes something for 
every age. Throw in extra 
batteries for controllers 
and you’ll be a gift-giving 
mastermind. 


Call of Duty: 

World at War 

Platform PS 2 , PS3, Nintendo 

DS, Wii, Xbox 360 

Genre First-person shooter 

Rated: M: 17 + 

What better gift is there 
than a flamethrower? 
None. And you can give the 
gift of flamethrower by 
giving COD: World at War. 

Powered by the same 
technology 
that made the 
rock-solid 
COD4 a su¬ 
perstar, this 
instalment of 
the franchise 
focuses on the European 
and Pacific battles of WWII. 
It’s the best-looking WWII 
game to date. Add the one- 
to-four player co-op mode 
and the replay value just 
keeps going up. Online mul¬ 
ti-player doesn’t disappoint. 

de Blob 

Platform: W ii, iPhone 
Genre Puzzle 
Rated E: Everyone 

It’s a colour revolution! 
OK: You’re a ball. A jiggly, 
wriggly, gummy little ball 
that rolls around and re¬ 
stores colour to a mono¬ 
chromatic world, one 


bounce and splat at a time. 
You see, the evil INKT Cor¬ 
poration has taken over 
and outlawed all colour 
from daily life. Your mis¬ 
sion is to in¬ 
vestigate and 
re-animate 
10 massive 
worlds. You’ll 
be thumb- 
stickin’, arm 
wavin’, zappin’ and mak¬ 
ing other assorted silly and 
dramatic yet satisfying ges¬ 
tures to control “de Blob.” 
The more colour you re¬ 
store, the more stuff you 
unlock and more colours 
become available. Watch¬ 
ing all this happen while 
you sit there smearing 
paint over buildings and 
landmarks while waving 
your arms around like a lu¬ 
natic is oddly entertaining 
and wickedly gratifying. 

Fallout 3 

Platform PS 3 , Xbox 360 
Genre Action RPG 

Rated: M: 17 + 

Two hundred 
years after a 
nuclear war 
ravages the 
Earth, in the 
year 2277, 
your character escapes out 
into the world in search of 
his missing father. This is a 
vast, open-ended game 
with a flexible character¬ 
levelling system in which 
what you choose to do 
makes a difference. On 
your journey you’ll meet 
other survivors, complete 
quests, specialize your 
character, and battle the 
countless enemies inhabit¬ 
ing the wasteland. This in¬ 
stalment of the Fallout se¬ 
ries feels good, looks good, 
plays incredibly well, is 


awesomely interactive, 
and begs to be played pret¬ 
ty much until you go blind. 


LEGO Batman: 

The Videogame 

Platform PS 2 , PS3, PSP, Ninten¬ 
do DS, Wii, Xbox 360 
Genre: Action adventure 

Rated: E: 10 + 

It’s a game 
you can play 
with your 
kids. Or let 
them play 
with each 
other. Or forget the kids 
and play it yourself — it’s 
Batman and it’s LEGO. Play 
as Batman and play as 
Robin. Build stuff, drive a 
LEGO Batmobile, swing on 
bat cables, and capture es¬ 
caped villains like The Jok¬ 
er and The Penguin. Or 
play as the evil dudes and 
wage war on the good guys 
while spreading mayhem 
throughout the awesome 
LEGO Gotham city — 
whatever your age, LEGO is 
cool. 


Left 4 Dead _ 

Platform: Xbox 3 
Genre Horror, shooter 

Rated: M: 17 + 

Mmmm... zombies. Not just 
zombies, but 
zombies ver¬ 
sus up to four 
co-op human 
players. 

Slick and 
stylish with 
undead that move faster 
than you’d think the un¬ 
dead would, Left 4 Dead re¬ 
ally brings it. It’s fun, it’s 
creepy, and, thanks to bril¬ 
liant A.I. technology, it’s 
different every single time 
you play. The game tailors 







You can play as Batman or Robin in LEGO Batman: The Videogame. 


itself to the player’s abili¬ 
ties. How cool is that? Seri¬ 
ously, is there anything in 
gaming better than the hu¬ 
man struggle against 
hordes of swarming zom¬ 
bies? Yep, there IS one 
thing better: The Left 4 
Dead co-op human strug¬ 
gle against hordes of 
swarming zombies. This is 
the future of co-op. 

Gears of War 2 

Platform: X box 3 

Genre First-person shooter 

Rated: M: 17 + 

OK, maybe 
there is a bet¬ 
ter gift than a 
flamethrow¬ 
er. Maybe it’s 
a flame¬ 
thrower and a chainsaw! 
Oh, wait. Maybe it’s a 
flamethrower, a chainsaw, 
and a meat shield! You can 
give all this and more with 
Gears of War 2. 

It’s good. It’s really good. 
Story goes that you and 
your squad have to save 
the world — again — but 
don’t worry, the story isn’t 
really where it’s at. The up¬ 
graded online multi-player 
is awesome. Did I mention 
the graphics are crispy- 
crunchy good, which 
makes toasting enemies 
look extra hot? Don’t 
cheap out — if you’re 
thinking of gifting GOW2, 
spring for a bag of marsh¬ 
mallows to go with it. 


Little Big Planet 

Platform: P S 3 

Genre Puzzle platformer 
Rated: T: Teen 

The most 
highly antici¬ 
pated game 
for the PS3 in 
2008 is here. 

There’s never 
been a game quite like this 
in the history of gaming 
goodness. In LBP, players 
control little yarn charac¬ 
ters, “saclcboys,” who wan¬ 
der all over the globe. Each 
cute, customizable charac¬ 
ter can manipulate and in¬ 
teract with all the objects 
and environments in the 
game. Ambitious players 
can use the stunning level- 
creator tools to develop 
their own game environ¬ 
ments and share them on¬ 
line. If you don’t have a 
PS3er on your list, then 
you need to get one just so 
you can buy them LBP and 
go over and play it. Yep, it’s 
THAT good. 


Ravman Ravinq 

Rac lids: TV Party 

Platform: Nintendo DS, Wii 
Genre Party 
Rated: E: 10 + 

Party, party, party! With 
super-cute 3D visuals, met¬ 
ric tonnes of humour, 
great spoofs on popular TV 
shows and movies, and up 
to eight players at a time, 


this instal¬ 
ment of Ray- 
man is jam- 
packed with 
more than 50 
mini-games. 

Not just regular mini¬ 
games, but the kind that 
get you and your kids off 
the couch by making use 
of the Wii Balance Board. 


Resistance 2 

Platform: P S 3 

Genre: F irst-person shooter 
Rated M: 17+ 

Exclusive to 
the PS3 and 
just in time 
for the holi¬ 
day season, 

Resistance 2 
launches with the biggest 
monsters ever, wicked- 
awesome graphics, re- 
mote-detonating Magnum 
ammo, eight-player dy¬ 
namic campaign co-op, 
and one-to-60 multi-player 
on massive maps. If that is¬ 
n’t enough, it’s just plain 
adrenaline-pumping fun. 
It’s hugely entertaining. 


Next week's lineup 


GIFT GUIDES For a roundup of 
beauty products, tech gifts and 
much more, pick up Metro's 
next Holiday Shopping Guide 
on Dec. 11. 


shopping days 
remain before 
Christmas. 









I CLOTHING FOR T/ 

I 


10125 124 ST, EDMONTON AB T5N1P5 PHONE: 780.702.7122 KAJCLOTHING.CA 

M, T, W, F: 10AM - 6 PM THURS: 10 AM - 8 PM SAT: 10 AM-5 PM SUN: NOON - 5 PM 


GIFT CERTIFICATES & GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE 






















































































Visit www.ebgames.ca 
for a store location 
near you! 

With over 320 locations and 
the best selection of games of 
any Canadian retailer, we are 
sure to have the gifts that you 
are looking for! 


,|A F=*l—F=t L r J S~TFl~ritUn 3 

&& GAMES 

GameStoi 

'W& 


WWW.EBGAMES.CA 



B/u-ray Bisc 


TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS ARE NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EB GAMES CANADA. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. PRICES AND PRODUCT IN EFFECT NOVEMBER 23- DECEMBER 13, 2008. 
SEE SALES ASSOCIATE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. © 2008 EB GAMES CANADA. "PlayStation", "PLAYSTATION" and the "PS" Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 

LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER. NO DEALERS PLEASE. At time of printing, all products are expected to be available. Used product excluded. Free game offer valued up to $69.99. Collector's Editions are excluded. 
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New for the holidays 

This Winter Berries hand care duo also comes with a ceramic base. This new fragrance from 
11 Fruits & Passion is available for $28. For more, go to fruits-passion.com. metro news services 



Screen gems for the holidays 


rick mcginnis 

rick.mcginnis(§ metronews.ca 


The big enchiladas 

The capo di tutti capi of 
DVD gift sets this holiday 
season is undeniably 
HBO’s Complete Sopranos 
box — a bricklilce reli¬ 
quary in funereal black on 
black, with the discs 
housed in a hardcover 
book tightly shrouded in a 
black felt bag. The whole 
package is a cross between 
the archival and the mor¬ 
bid, and the prime special 
features are spread over 
two new bonus discs that 
include dinner chats with 
creator David Chase and 
key members of the cast 
and crew, as well as two 
fawning interviews with 
Chase by actor Alec Bald¬ 
win, who was never able 
to fulfill his dream of a 
role on the show. 

The other big box this 
season is MGM/Fox’s Hol¬ 
lywood Musicals set, a 
gaudy marquee-themed 


ray, which virtually dupli¬ 
cates the earlier DVD offer¬ 
ing but integrates several 
of the special features 
more seamlessly. 

Not new but improved 

The Planet Of The Apes 

films have also been given 
a Blu-ray upgrade in a slip- 
cased set from Fox, which 
excludes the TV and ani¬ 
mated iterations of the 
franchise contained in the 
earlier “monkey head” gift 
set in favour of a reverent 
look at the 5 Apes films as 
cultural artifacts of the late 
’60s and early ’70. 

The Best Picture Collec¬ 
tion from Sony is a grab 
bag of Oscar-winning ti¬ 
tles, from Frank Capra 
chestnuts like It Happened 
One Night and You Can’t 
Take It With You through 
David Lean’s Lawrence Of 
Arabia and Bridge On The 
River Kwai to Kramer Vs. 
Kramer and Gandhi. If any¬ 
thing, it proves how much 
less fun Oscar films have 
become over the years. 



package that features 
50 musicals from the 
30s to the present 
day. The byzan- 
tine world of 
rights owner¬ 
ship means 
that most of 
MGM’s signa¬ 
ture pre-1952 
musicals are 
missing, 
so Fox 
domi¬ 
nates the 
first of four 
sections of 
the box, which 
includes films like 
Babes In Toyland, State 
Fair and Moon Over Mia¬ 
mi. The ’50s are dominat¬ 
ed by Rogers and Ham- 
merstein classics like 
Oklahoma and The King 
And I, and the ’60s set fea¬ 
tures a lot of Elvis movies. 
The final set, covering the 
’70s to the present, is a 
truly mixed bag, though a 
set with titles like All That 
Jazz, The Rocky Horror Pic¬ 
ture Show and Moulin 


Rouge can claim to be fair¬ 
ly representative of the 
era. 

Finally, Fox’s successor 
to its landmark Ford At 
Fox set from last year ar¬ 
rives in the form of Mur- 
nau, Borzage & Fox, anoth¬ 
er deluxe box profiling the 
careers of two directors — 
F.W. Murnau and Frank 
Borzage — and studio 
head William Fox during 


the transition from silent 
movies to talkies. Includes 
the classic Murnau film 
Sunrise, as well as several 
other rarely-seen but bril¬ 
liant films from an era un¬ 
justly overlooked. 

The whole thing 

HBO has a few big com¬ 
plete season collections 
this year, including sets for 
The Wire and Deadwood. 

There’s not a lot new in 
The Wire set except for 
some prequel shorts, but 
the new box does slim 
down the show’s shelf real 


estate. The Dead- 
wood collection does 
the same, but throws 
in a few new bonus 
features, including a 
wander down the 
streets of the show’s 
main set with creator 
David Milch, who is 
clearly unhappy with 
his show’s end. 

HBO also has a com¬ 
plete Get Smart collection 
with a simple but clever 
package that requires you 
to open a set of doors echo¬ 
ing the show’s famous title 
sequence to get to the 
discs, which are loaded 
with bonus features. Final¬ 
ly, HBO has released a slim 
collection of Generation 
Kill, the Iraq War minis¬ 
eries from The Wire cre¬ 
ator David Simon, proba¬ 
bly the most successful 
portrait of the conflict 
made so far. 

Looking to dominate the 
TV box set market, HBO 
has also released the 
World War II miniseries 

Band Of Brothers on Blu- 



If you're going to shop anyway, make it count. 

UNICEF cards and gifts are available right in your neighbourhood. Shop today and make 
a real difference in the lives of children with the things you buy. 

Shop for Cards & Gifts at UNICEF Kiosks: 3 -1311-102nd St. N.W. 

West Edmonton Mall - 8882-170 St. 
Edmonton City Centre -102 Ave. & 101 St. 


Shop for Cards at these retailers: 


M imports 


(Selected locations) 


(Selected locations) 


the Say 


(Selected locations) 


Shop online at shopunicef.ca or by phone at 1 888 777-0380. 


Dreaming 

rick mcginnis 
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Toshiba XD- 
E300 

upconverting 
DVD player 
($129.99) 

Toshiba was the 
loser in the high- 
def disc wars last 
year, supporting 
the (to my eyes, 
superior) HD- 
DVD format. 

They’re not will¬ 
ing to run up the 
white flag and 
surrender yet, 
which brings us 
to the XD-E500, 
their latest gen¬ 
eration of upcon¬ 
verting DVD play¬ 
ers, introduced t< 
the market with the 
assumption that there are 
enough consumers with 
DVD libraries out there un¬ 
willing to swap them for 
Blu-ray at notable cost. 

The XD-E500 is essential¬ 
ly an upconverting player 
that allows the viewer con¬ 
trol over aspects of image 
control to give the impres¬ 
sion of a sharper, more 
vivid DVD picture on high- 
def screens. If you’re at all 
familiar with image edit¬ 
ing programs like Photo¬ 
shop, you’ll have no prob¬ 
lem understanding how 
the XD-E500 tweaks sharp- 



of a Blu-Ray Christmas 


ness, contrast and satura¬ 
tion to squeeze every bit of 
juice out of a 480i image 
upconverted to 1080p. The 
one major improvement I 
noticed was the ability of 
the player to tightly render 
patterns that would have 
been jangled, moire-pat- 
tern messes on regular 
DVD. Be warned — the XD- 
E500 doesn’t put out true 
HD, but it comes as close 
as DVD will go, at a very 
reasonable price. 

Panasonic DMP-BD35 

($349.99) 

Samsung BD-P1500 
Blu-ray player 
($299.99) 

Sony BDP S350 
($299.99) 

As Blu-ray players start 
bearing down on the mag¬ 
ic $200 price point (keep 
your eyes peeled during 
Boxing Week), these 
three machines will 
probably end up on 
somebody’s wish 
list. Since winning 
the format war, 
there hasn’t been 
a lot of move 
ment in the ba¬ 
sic specs of Blu 
ray players, 
but one major 
improvement 
is load time — 
all three play¬ 
ers tested here im¬ 



proved the load time on 
previous generations of 
machines, the clear win¬ 
ner being the Sony ma¬ 
chine. 

Sony was the most im¬ 
proved of all the players — 
previous Sony machines 
I’ve tested have been slug¬ 
gish, and rejected discs 
with alacrity, but the BDP 
S350 was the best per¬ 
former of the bunch, with 
the nicest interface and 
performance. All three ma¬ 
chines feature Ethernet 
jacks for online firmware 
updates and possible BD- 
Live interactivity, which is 
good to see, since this was 
often missing on Blu-ray 
players during the 
format war. 

The Pana¬ 
sonic’s main 
flaw is the load 
time — it is the 
slowest of the 
three — and the 
price, which needs 
to be more compet¬ 
itive. 

The Samsung is a 
fine machine, but the 
review unit I had went 
through a frustrating se¬ 
ries of malfunctions, not 
recognizing commands 
from either the remote or 
the buttons on the unit it¬ 
self, or throwing up the 
“Bonus View” icon on¬ 
screen with no option to 
shut it off. 

The Samsung BD-P1500, left. 
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A cracking good time 

Have some fun before dinner with these holiday crackers. 
Available from $ 9-99 at chapters.indigo.ca. metro news services 
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All she wants for Christmas... 




Sweet 

vintage 



Fuzzy 

Thomas Bear 



Tamagotchi 

returns 



Eco-chic 

bedding 



Bratz 

Familiez 



Plush 
Fifi doll 


Visit: homesense.ca 
This vintage-inspired chil¬ 
dren’s pedal car ($169.99) 
is available at HomeSense. 


Visit: starlightcanada.org 
Proceeds from this $20 bear 
go to the Starlight Starbright 
Children’s Foundation. 


At Wal-Mart, Toys “R” Us, Zellers 
Tamagotchi Connection V5 
Celebrity Familitchi, $15.99. 
Colours/patterns vaiy. 


Visit: GrassrootsStore.com 
Organic cotton kids 
bedding, $60-$240. Made 
in North America. 


Visit: bratz.com 
Bratz World Familiez 
Cloe and Her Sister 
dolls, $19.99. 


Visit: www.toysrus.ca 
This Fifi and the 
Flowertots Lullaby Plush 
($24.99) is at Toys “R” Us. 



Cool toys for boys 




#1 


BEN 10 
Alien Force 



#2 


For the 
Batman fan 



#3 


Thomas 
train set 



#4 


Durable 
DVD player 



#5 


Wooden 

wheels 



#6 


Xbox 

controllers 


At Wal-Mart, Toys “R” Us, Zellers 
DNA Alien Hero Wildvine 
($9.99), left, and Swampfire 
($5.99). 


Visit: toyexpress.ca 
Dark Knight Stealth 
Launch Batmobile with 
missiles, $49.99. 


Visit: chapters.indigo.ca 
Thomas the Tank Engine 
Lift & Load Set, $299 
(online exclusive price). 


Visit: toyexpress.ca 
Kid-Tough Portable DVD 
Player, $170. Can survive 
drop after drop after drop! 


Visit: babythoughts.ca 
Vilac Yellow Wooden Van, 
$34.95, and Vilac Mini Red 
Rally Car, $14.95. 


Visit: xbox.com 
Xbox 360 wireless 
controllers in blue, $49.99, 
and red, $64.99. 
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Lip locked 

These Yes to Carrots lip butters come in Mint, Berry or Carrot flavours. Available 
for $4-99 at Shoppers Drug Mart, shoppersdrugmart.ca. metro news services 



TIS THE SEASON! 


Celebrate with seasonal sounds 



YOURS TO SPEND. 
YOURS TO GIVE. 


With the purchase of a $25 ABC Gift Card, 
there's a $5 bonus for you to use as you wish! 


EDMONTON 

780.484.2500 10804 - 170th St. 
780.456.7688 12707 - 140th Ave. 


780.436.5411 4485 Gateway Blvd (Greenwood Inn) 


Book Your Party Now 


abc 

| country I 


PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE AT MOST LOCATIONS 


WHAT’S YOUR SIGN? 

Take Five daily, to find out what 
meti^iewsa your horoscope says. 



Do it daily. 


BRIAN TOWIE 

brian.towie(§ metronews.ca 


the hits — and misses — 
just keep on coming. Last 
week, Metro reviewed 
some of the best, and 
worst, Christmas CDs of 
the season. But based on 
the sheer volume of sea¬ 
sonal music flooding the 
office, Metro’s Holiday Gift 
Guide would be remiss in 
passing up this opportuni¬ 
ty. With that said, here’s a 
double helping of Christ¬ 
mas cheer. Enjoy! 


Tony Bennett 

feat. The Count Basie Band 

Album A Swingin’ Christmas 
Label: Sony/BMG 
Rating: 

His voice re¬ 
veals a man 
in his golden 
years, but 
Tony Ben¬ 
nett’s natural 
talent for evoking fun and 
capturing drama in every 
track he sets his hand to re¬ 
mains evergreen. Jovial big- 
band arrangements back 



up Bennett’s grandfatherly 
warmth here, especially on 
Christmas Time Is Here 
and My Favorite Things — 
where the band moves into 
a brass-blazing, piano-led 
segue of classic swinging 
grooves. Superb stuff. 

Aretha Franklin 

Album This Christmas 
Label; DM I Records 

Rating: 

The greatest 
singer of all 
time, accord¬ 
ing to Rolling 
Stone maga¬ 
zine, puts the 
spirit back into the season 
on her first ever Christmas 
disc with strong ensem¬ 
bles, an 11-piece choir and 
a duet with her son. The 


66-year-old Queen Of Soul 
shines on gospel adapta¬ 
tions such as The Lord Will 
Make A Way, Angels We 
Have Heard On High and 
Silent Night — as you 
might expect from a 
preacher’s daughter. 


Sarah Brightman 

Album: A Winter Symphony 
Labe EMI Music 
Rating: 

Brightman 
puts in a 
good mix of 
old and new 
in this eager¬ 
ly anticipated 
followup to her Symphony 
album. Orchestral backup 
enhances Brightman’s the¬ 
atrical style on hymns such 
as Silent Night and Amaz- 




Non-holiday notable 


Looking to cleanse the 
palette of Christmas music 
overload? Get your hands on 
the soundtrack to Christmas 
On Mars, a sci-fi feature film 
made by The Flaming Lips. 


With track names 
such as The 
Gleaming Armament Of 
Marching Genitalia and In Ex¬ 
celsior Vaginalistic, you'll at 
least freak out your folks. 



ing Grace along with mod¬ 
ern winter-themed ditties 
— among them Vince 
Gill’s Colder Than Winter 
and Neil Diamond’s I’ve 
Been This Way Before. But 
Brightman can often flirt 
with overkill as a result; 
does an album really need 
two versions of Ave Maria? 


Beverly Mahood 

Alburr This Christmas 
Celebrate Me Home 
Label: BPM Ente rtainment 

Rating: 

It has been 
said many 
times, many 
ways, and Ma¬ 
hood’s Christ¬ 
mas effort en¬ 
sures it will be again. The 
ex-member of David Foster- 
produced countiy trio Lace 
brings light licks and a sac¬ 
charine voice to the stan¬ 
dards. Mahood doesn’t tiy 
anything risky or dynamic 
enough to make this work 
memorable — which will 
more than likely end up as 
part of an inoffensive back¬ 
ground soundtrack as the 
turkey roasts. Meh. 




Submit your photos for a chance to 

win a week of fun in the sun at a RIU resort! 

We're not looking for a super model, we're looking for you! 


SPONSORED BY 


RIU 


Hotels Resorts 


/-nYOURi 

Quest. 

Sun 


ca 

Sunquest 


21 all-inclusive RIU vacations 
to be won! 

To enter, all you have to do is upload a picture of 
yourself onto our website, and then get as many friends 
and family as you can to vote for you. The picture with 
the most votes in each category wins a trip. 

Whafs more, by voting for you, your friends and 
family will be entered into a separate draw to win 
their own trip! 


There are 5 categories you can enter... 

’Family’ (Parents & kids), ’Generational' (grandparents, 
parents & kids), ’Friends' (group of 3), 'Couples', and 
’Weddings/Renewal of Vows’. Enter just one or all 5! 
Sunquest stands for fun, and we want to see you having 
a great time! 

For more details, including all the prizes and 
how to enter, go to www.yourquest.ca. 

Enter soon, the contest ends January 30, 2009. 


.Airs you 















































Help Santa make out his 



Give the Zellers Naughty or Nice 

Holiday Gift Card! 


This unique, interactive gift card separates the sweet from the sassy with a 
playful press on the Nice and Naughty indicator, complete with lights and sound. 



This is no ordinary gift card: it’s the card with a little holiday magic! 

Gift Cards are redeemable at: 

The Bay, Zellers & Home Outfitters 



Visit www.zellers.com 

for more great gift cards. 
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Highly anticipated 

BakeWise: The Hows and Whys of Successful Baking by Shirley O. Corriher (Simon & Schuster Publishing, $47) is the only non-Canadian cookbook on this 
page. Written by the author of CookWise, this follow-up book has been very much anticipated by foodies everywhere, metro news services 


“Who doesn’t like a rich 
chocolate brownie every now 
and then?” 

Barb Holland/for Metro Canada 



A bible 

The Brownie Lover’s Bible by Lisa 
Slater (Whitecap Books, $25) 
features over 100 modern and clas¬ 
sic brownie-inspired recipes, taking 
the brownie to a whole new level. 


EDITOR: NINA DRAGICEVIC, NINA.DRAGICEVICf@METRONEWS.CA 


Welcome to the book buffet 



Barb 

Holland 


Metro Food Writer 


A la carte 


Each fall a fresh crop of 
Canadian cookbooks are 
produced in time for the 
big gift-giving season. All 
but one of the books on 
this page feature 
homegrown talent. 


A Taste of Canada, A Culi¬ 
nary Journey by Rose Mur¬ 
ray (Whitecap Books $ 35 ): 

This volume shows us 
just how distinctive Cana¬ 
da cuisine really is and 
how our land, climate and 
people shape it. It is histor¬ 


ical, an¬ 
ecdotal, 
a trave¬ 
logue 
and a 
wonder¬ 
ful read. 

Here is a 
lovely 
coffee 

table book that will also 
make it to the kitchen — 
often. 

Creme Brulee: More Than 
50 Decadent Recipes by 
Dominique and Cindy Du- 
by 

(White- 
cap 
Books 
$20): 

This 
is an ex¬ 
tensive 
single 


subject book as it explores 
the history of creme 
brulee; the science of mak¬ 
ing of creme brulee; basic 
ingredients and equip¬ 
ment requirements; the 
cooking process; sweet 
and savoury alternatives; 
and wine pairings. 

Menus for an Orchard 
Table, Celebrating the 
Food & Wine of the 
Okanagan by Heidi Noble 
(Whitecap Books, $ 35 ): 

This book is a collection 
of seasonal recipes from 
Joie 
Wines 
and Farm 
Cooking 
School's 
renowned 
outdoor 
orchard 
dinners. 





The Main: Recipes by An¬ 
thony Sedlak (Whitecap 
Books, $30): 

This release is the ac¬ 
companying book to the 
same named show on the 
Food Network. Sedlak 
chooses one ingredient as 
the fo¬ 
cus for 
a vari¬ 
ety of 
dishes 
and cre¬ 
ates 
dinner 
menus 
around 
it. 

In the Kitchen with Anna: 
New Ways with the 
Classics, by Anna Olson 
(Whitecap Books, $30): 

Like the one before, this 
book also accompanies Ol¬ 
son’s latest Food Network 



series, 
provid¬ 
ing re¬ 
freshing 
takes on 
dishes 
that have 
stood the 
test of 
time. 

Friday Night Dinners by 
Bonnie Stern (Random 
House Canada, $50): 

This is the latest cook¬ 
book by this well-known 
Canadian cooking teacher 
and author. Bonnie cele¬ 
brates 
Friday 
night 
dinner 
as the 
way to 
start the 
weekend 


Bonnie 

Stern 

FRIDAY NIGHT 


Dinners 




with menus for every sea¬ 
son and occasion, holidays, 
barbecues, fast suppers 
and feasts. 



On the web 


Try before you buy? 

• For a recipe of Braised 
Beef with Caramelized Root 
Vegetables, an excerpt from 
A Taste of Canada: A Culi¬ 
nary Journey by Rose Mur¬ 
ray, visit metronews.ca. 


Barb Holland is a professional home 
economist and food writer who believes in 
shopping locally and in season. 



whats cooking 
one-hour festive tv special 


NETWORK 


Sunday 

December 7 at 7 p.m. 

Encore presentations 
from December 13 to 23 


nal celebrations 
made easy! 


This December, gather ‘round with Martin and his special guests. They’ll 
prepare delicious recipes together and share some great ideas for 
stress-free holiday entertaining with family and friends. 

You won’t want to miss this party! Visit kraftcanada.com/TV for details. 


Produced by: 

ARY 

W is a trademark of W Network Inc., 

© 2008 A CORUS™ Entertainment Company. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. STUDIO 


Kraft) £ 

Rraf%canada.com 




































IF YOU SHARE OUR CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, PLEASE USE ONLINE BILLING. VISIT FIDO.CA/BILLING. 

1. A one-time activation fee of $35 per line applies. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roaming charges and any additional options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. 

2 . Most phones available with either a 2-year Fido Agreement or with no term commitment. Offers and pricing subject to change without prior notice. ™ Fido & design and FidoDollars are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. ©2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 
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Style 


Royal treatment at the shopping mall 

U.S. retailers hope to put shoppers in a merry enough mood to shop amid economic tough times, by decking the halls, stocking up 
with brightly coloured merchandise, even lining up employees at the door to applaud customers as they enter the store. Reuters 


Hutton’s hot comeback 

At 64, Lauren Hutton is giving the young crop of It models competition in the ad 
campaign area. In addition to starring in the autumn/winter ads for Mango, Hutton will 
appear in the campaign for Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen’s line, Elizabeth and James. 
“She’s older and she’s beautiful, and that is sexy to us,” Contactmusic.com quotes Ashley 
as saying. Hutton also modeled with Mary-Kate in an editorial spread in Harper’s Bazaar 
earlier this year. kenya hunt/for metro Canada 



Stay in with sleepwear and slippers 


Style Fil 


Kim 

Elbo 

JM 

1 

1 

kim.elbocagmail.com 


ask kim 

I’m looking to personalize a 
gift and would like to get it 
embroidered. Where can I 
go to get this done? 

Some department stores 
and home decor stores 
such as Restoration Hard¬ 
ware offer monogram em¬ 
broidery for a small price, 
but they may have a lim¬ 
ited selection of styles and 
fonts. If the store you 
bought your gift does not 
offer the service you’re 
looking for, head to an em¬ 
broiderer or tailor. 

E-mail your style questions 
to kim.elbo@gmail.com. 


Vancouver’s Kim Elbo has a passion for 
fashion. Here she shares the latest style tips. 



Tiered Ruffles 

Designer: La Senza 
Shop: La Senza 
Address: Various locations 
lasenzo.com 


See-through Aqua 

Designer: La Vie en Rose 
Shop: La Vie en Rose 
Address: Various locations 
lavieenrose.com 



Sweet Stripes 

Designer: Spreegirl 
Shop: BeautyMark 
beauty mark.ca 


Globa IStyl 


Kenya v 
Hunt 



Bootie 

Designer: La Vie en Rose 
Shop: La Vie en Rose 
Address: Various locations 
lavieenrose.com 





Slip-on 

Designer: Bonjour Fleurette 
Shop: Fine Finds 
finefindsboutique. com 


Exclusively at 


Knit Shoe 

Designer: American Eagle 
Shop: American Eagle 
Address: Various locations 


' pSSt... Fierce! Project Runway Season Four 
winner, Christian Siriano will design his first- 
ever footwear and handbag collection; avail¬ 
able exclusively at select Payless stores across 
\ Canada in Fall ’09. 


Sleepwear 

Leave the fireplace on and stay comfy and cozy in bed 
with these three camisole sets. Like to keep things hot 
in bed? Search for fabrics like cashmere, wool or cot¬ 
ton to stay warm all night. Finer fabrics like silks will 
keep you cooler in bed if you like it a little chilly. Re¬ 
member when you’re getting out of bed, you might 
want to cover up quickly so look out for a dressing 
gown or a house coat the next time you’re out shop¬ 
ping for sleepwear. 


Stressed? Take a bath and relax with 
Soap 81 Glory’s Calm One Calm All 
double-function formula bubbling 
bath soak and lotion. Available at 
Shoppers Drug Mart for $10. 


Slippers 

We all know how chilly our feet can get during the win¬ 
ter months, and when you’re at home it’s even worse 
with hardwood or tiled flooring, so keep warm with slip¬ 
pers. Pamper your pieds with a pair complete with sole 
padding and thick knits to surround your feet in comfort¬ 
able socks. Or go for slip-ons for easy access like the Bon¬ 
jour Fleurette slipper. Look for rubber soles — if you’re 
prone to slipping — and washable versions. 


tip: Before climbing into a bath, fill your bath- 
room sink with hot water. Then place your body 
lotion in the hot water. When you get out of 
your bath, your lotion will be nice and warm. — 
tipztime.com / 



“ fIN A CHANCE TO 

50 YOU THINK YOU CAN 




caN2D3 FINALE 


PRIZE INCLUDES: 

• Flight and accommodations for two 
• A pair of tickets to see the finale! 

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN VISIT 

METRONEWS.CA 


IN TORONTO! 


C T V 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 4 , 2008 . Approximate retail value of prize 
is $ 1 , 500 . Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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Project Runway Canada to return 

The 2008 Gemini Award Winning reality TV series Project Runway Canada returns for an all-new season 
on Global Television, with encore performances on SLICETM, on Jan. 27. metro news services 



EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, TlNA.COSTANZA/S)METRONEWS.CA 


Rachel among 
Spirit nominees 


Britney morphs into Madonna 


awards The family drama 
Rachel Getting Married 
starring Anne Hathaway 
shared top billing with 
border smuggling crime 
movie Frozen River and 
small town drama Ballast 
in the Spirit Award nomi¬ 
nations for the top 
independent movies of 
2008. 

The three movies each 
had six nominations, 
including those for best 
picture, best director and 
best actress, as 
Hollywood's three-month 
movie-awards season 
kicked into gear. 

The Spirit Awards, one 
of the best-known honors 
for independent movies, 
are handed out Feb. 21. 

REUTERS 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 


MusicReviews 

music(§ metronews.ca 


Akon 

Album: Freedom 
Label: SRC/Universal 

Rating: 


JUST WHEN 

fans have 

come to ex¬ 
pect hit¬ 
making hip- 
hop from At¬ 
lanta-based rapper Akon, 
the controversial musi¬ 
cian has gone euro-pop. 
That’s right — on his 
third record Akon em¬ 
ploys a bevy of synths, dis¬ 
co beats and an auto- 
tuned, pitch perfect voice 
that does far more singing 
than rhyming. It’s not a 
bad move for the R&B star 
— the tunes are catchy, 
relaxed and, most impor- 




■ 



COLLECT ALL 4 PICTURES FROM 
FRED CLAUS AND YOU COULD WIN! 

Mail all 4 pictures from Fred Claus with your name, age, 
mailing address and telephone number to: 

Fred Claus Metro Contest 
1 Concorde Gate, suite 703 * 3 

Toronto, ON M3C3N6 
Buy it now on DVD and Blu-ray! 



metr 


Do it daily. 

No purchase necessary. Movie is rated G. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal 
age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes December 12,2008. Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. If you miss a piece and for full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Career Finder 


To Advertise Contact Carrie Solinas at 780-701-0348 


Bu siness Opportun ity 

Earn while you learn 

A leading distribution company in the financial 
services industry offers P/T and F/T opportunities. 
Control your time, income and future. Training provided. 

INSPIRE. LEAD. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 


Call 780.952.0934 or email BrendaWFG@shaw.ca 


tantly, different than 
what he’s done before. 
Some of the lyrics, which 
are mostly about love, are 
over the top, but it’s still a 
solid effort for this now 
veteran performer. 

Bryan Borzykowski/for Metro Canada 

Neil Young 

Album: Sugar Mountain, Live 
at Canterbury House 1968 
Label: Reprise/Warner_ 

Rating: 


THIS IS A HAPPI¬ 
ER, more in¬ 
nocent Neil 
Young than 
the slow- 
talking intro¬ 
vert we heard on the 1971 
Massey Hall concert that 
was released last year as 
part of his performance 
series. Here, he’s laughing 
with the crowd, exchang¬ 
ing jokes, riffing on Classi¬ 
cal Gas and telling wild 
stories about getting fired 
from a Coles book store 
for eating little red diet 
pills. Recorded in gleam¬ 
ing two-traclc stereo (voice 
on left, guitar on right), 
the 14 songs are drawn 
mainly from his underap¬ 
preciated self-titled debut 
— the concert was record¬ 
ed at an Ann Arbor coffee 
house the week of its re¬ 
lease. There’s also a few 
Buffalo Springfield clas¬ 
sics, like Out of My Mind, 
Mr. Soul, and Nowadays 
Clancy Can’t Even Sing. 
True Neil Young fans will 






go gaga for the title track, 
his boyhood ode to Sugar 
Mountain, as well as the 
surrealist saga, Last Trip 
To Tulsa and the beautiful, 
but rarely heard, Old 
Laughing Lady. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 

Britney Spears 


Album: Circus 


Label: Jive/Sony 


Rating: 


the latest computer gad- 
getry to bolster her other¬ 
wise limp voice, Britney 
has managed to put to¬ 
gether a decent 
pop/dance album. It’s not 
as good as last year’s sur¬ 
prising Blackout released 
when Brits was still loony 
as two sackfuls of cats. 
But no one cared to listen 
back then, so this will 
probably be praised as 
Britney’s greatest .... ever 
... further contributing to 
the bizarre reconstruc¬ 
tion of this troubled pop 
star into the heiress of 
the Material Girl’s legacy. 
Ugh. She’s even dressing 
like her. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 

Rivers Cuomo 


Album: Alone II 


Label: ADGC/Universal 


Rating: 


LAST YEAR 
RIVERS CUO- 

the 

conflicted 
Weezer 
front¬ 
man, gave fans a 
treat — a collection of 
unreleased demos. 
Well, now he’s giving 
us more. The second 
installment in his 
“Alone” series of- 
up another 
of loose, 
somewhat lo-fi 
tracks that actu¬ 
ally rival any of 


THE WORLD IS 

certainly a 
very freaky 
place. First 
Michael 
Jackson mor¬ 
phed physically into Di¬ 
ana Ross. Now, Britney 
Spears is morphing musi¬ 
cally into 
Madonna. 

Maybe there 
was some 
kind 

tongue-to- 
tongue 
gene 
trans¬ 
fer¬ 


ence 
in 

that 
liploclc 
Madon¬ 


na 

threw 
on Brit¬ 


ney a cou¬ 
ple of years 
back. With the 
aid a p 
of producers 
armed with 


his band’s more recent al¬ 
bums. Unlike some demo 
discs, this doesn’t show 
Cuomo experimenting — 
it’s got all the fuzzy 
downstrolces and layered 
harmony that’s made 
him popular. The best 
part isn’t the tunes, 
though, it’s the Harvard 
grad’s relaxed, playful de¬ 
meanor. 

Bryan Borzykowski/for Metro Canada 

Los Campesinos! 

Album: We Are Beautiful, We 
Are Doomed _ 

Label: Arts & Crafts_ 

Rating: 


AS IF THE HY¬ 
PER shout- 
fests and 
messy pop 
squeals that 
marked last 
April’s Hold On Now, 
Youngster ... weren’t 
enough. Some eight 
months later — you read 
that correctly! — a follow¬ 
up arrives that stabilizes 
said hyperactivity but 
maintaining a no-less- 
frenetic pace. Cramming 
every nook and cranny 
with a better organized 
mix of violins, guitars and 
glockenspiel, Gareth, 
Aleksandra et al barrel 
through 10 diary-lilce en¬ 
tries of an energetic 
youthful existence filled 
with equal parts lyrical 
romanticism and sar¬ 
casm. 

Ian Nathanson/for Metro Canada 
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Nicholson, Fonda up for California honour 

Jack Nicholson and Jane Fonda are to be inducted in¬ 
to the California Hall of Fame on Dec. 15. imdb.com 


Stretched to max 


NOW I KNOW THE 
NETWORKS ARE IN TROUBLE: 

Casablanca, a much-loved 
film classic, is 102 minutes 
long. The Wizard Of Oz is 
101 minutes, and Citizen 
Kane is 105 minutes, but 
when Celebrity Apprentice 
returns to NBC early next 
year, it will be two hours 
long, with commercials. 

I’m not sure what that 
all means, but I think it 
bears thinking about. 

“Donald has always felt 
the boardrooms were too 
short, and I think he’s right,” 
Mark Burnett, the show’s ex¬ 
ecutive producer, told TV 
Week magazine. “Right now, 
there’s really only about nine 
minutes of footage that we 
use and the boardroom 
(scenes) go on for hours 
sometimes. The problem has 
been trying to squeeze it all 
in. Eveiy season we go 
through the struggle of cut¬ 
ting the show down.” 

A shortfall in program¬ 
ming was one of the out¬ 
comes feared when the 
writer’s strike ground on 
to a third month, and it 
seems to have played out 
on cue, especially at NBC, 
the most erratic and afflict¬ 
ed of the four networks, es- 


nte lie Vision 



pecially under the up-is- 
down-black-is-white reign 
of Ben Silverman. 

Celebrity Apprentice isn’t 
the only show that’s getting 
bulked up to fill airtime — 
The Biggest Loser: Couples 
will be expanding to fit a 2- 
hour slot on Tuesdays, and 
Howie Do It, the new 
Howie Mandel comedy ve¬ 
hicle co-produced by NBC 
and Canwest, will be hour- 
long on Fridays. 

According to TV Week, 
NBC will feature at least five 
hours of unscripted pro¬ 
gramming in primetime 
eveiy week this winter. 

And if that doesn’t work 
out, there are live execu¬ 
tions and all those hours of 
Japanese game shows where 
people take pot shots at 
each other over shark tanks 
and open sewers. 

COOKED UP: First Gordon 
Ramsay’s career goes into a 
power dive when he’s hit 


with allegations of cheating 
on his wife and betraying 
the family man image he’s 
cultivated over the years, 
and now Nigella Lawson is 
accused of riding a fake bus 
and cooking in a fake home. 

The UK Daily Mail 
tabloid accused Lawson of 
deceiving her viewers by 
staging a scene of her rid¬ 
ing a London bus with ex¬ 
tras, and of shooting the 
cooking scenes supposedly 
set at her home in a studio. 
Lawson fired back at the 
“dingbats” at the Mail in a 
Guardian article, saying 
that viewers know what 
they’re watching. “When I 
say on TV, This cake takes 
20 minutes to bake’ and 
then one minute later it’s 
ready, what do they think I 
have done? Do they think I 
have some kind of Time 
Lord qualities?” 

If this looks at all ridicu¬ 
lous, let’s just remember 
we’re talking about British 
food programs, the mere 
existence of which is an 
improbability defying all 
known laws of nature. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 
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Before Sunrise 

An American (Ethan Hawke) 
traveling by train to Vienna, 
Austria, encounters a beautiful 
French student (Julie Delpy) 
on her way back to Paris. After 
the two strike up a conversa¬ 
tion over coffee, he suggests 
she come with him so they 
can spend more time together 
before his flight home. This 
romantic 1995 film marked a 
departure for “Slacker” direc¬ 
tor Richard Linklater. 7 PM on 
VISION 



Cake 

Heather Graham stars in this 
2005 romantic comedy as a 
perpetually single travel writer 
who takes over the operation of 
her ill father’s bridal magazine. 
To help her learn the ropes, her 
dad assigns her a mentor (David 
Sutcliffe) — who happens to be 
the same guy she drunkenly hit 
on at a friend’s wedding. Taye 
Diggs and Sandra Oh also star. 

7 PM on BRAVO 
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Celebrity Buzz 


Kevin a happy dad 


parenting Kevin Federline 
has been called many 
things in the nearly five 
years since Britney Spears 
walked into his life: Gold- 
digger, wannabe rapper, 
partier. These days he an¬ 
swers to one name: Daddy, 
People.com reports. 

Since splitting 
with Spears in 2006, 
the former back-up 
dancer, 30, has 
channelled all of his 
energy into their 
sons Preston, 3, and 
Jayden, 2. 

“My first 
question 
to (my 
lawyer) 
was, ‘Am 
I ever 
going 
to be 
able to 
see my 
chil¬ 
dren?’” 

Federline 
said, re¬ 



garding working out a cus¬ 
tody arrangement with 
Spears. 

She was the one who 
called it quits on their mar¬ 
riage, he added. 

“It’s hard enough to be 
in a marriage, and then 
have a kid, then kids — it 
changes everything,” 
Federline said. “For 
me, I’d become more 
concerned with my 
children. Not that I ig¬ 
nored Britney, but my 
kids are always most 
important ... I 
mean, we 
were having 
complica¬ 
tions. I did¬ 
n’t give her 
an ultima¬ 
tum, but I 
was trying 
to work 
stuff out 
with her.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Watts to pose in buff for art 

people Actress Naomi sion for Australia’s presti- 
Watts is to strip for a .^^^^gious Archibald Prize 
nude painting by a top S'* v next year. 
Australian artist, Mi i Bromley, who 

imdb.com reports. has also painted 

Watts has report-Kylie Minogue, is 
edly agreed to pose delighted the star 

for David Bromley, ^ jk has agreed to the 

who is famed for his project, 

naked portraits “My people are 

of famous '/ talking to her people,” 

women, as part 7f he says. 

of his submis- ^ p * \\ ^ _metro news services 


Coleman pleads no contest in court 



legal Actor Gary Coleman 
has pleaded no contest to 
disorderly conduct after 
attacking a photogra¬ 
pher outside a Utah 
bowling alley, imdb.com 
reports. 

The former Dif- 
f’rent Strokes star 
was in court on 
day to face charges 
stemming from the 
incident, which took 


place earlier this year. He 
was fined. 

Coleman and his wife 
hit Colt 
with their ve¬ 
hicle in a Payson park- 
lot after he re¬ 
fused to stop tak¬ 
ing cellphone 
snapshots of the 
couple. 

METRO NEWS 
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McDermott's divorce nearly finalized 

Dylan McDermott will soon be a single man once again. On Tuesday, a Los Angeles superior court judge ruled 
that the divorce between McDermott and his wife, Shiva Rose, will be finalized on Jan. 2 . thecelebritycafe.com 


Spears gets proposals 


people Britney Spears has 
received two marriage pro¬ 
posals, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

The singer, who has wed 
twice before, is said to 
have been propositioned 
by her paparazzo ex- 
boyfriend Adnan Ghalib, 
who she met up with in 
September. 

“Adnan has been bom¬ 
barding Britney with texts 
telling her he loves her ... 
He has even asked her to 
many him,” a source said. 
“Britney was taken aback. 
She and Adnan have amaz¬ 
ing chemistry. But she 
knows he is bad news, and 
now friends and family are 
worried she will give him a 
second chance.” 

However, Spears has also 
reportedly received a pro¬ 
posal from hair salon man¬ 
ager Salvatore D’Angelo, 
whom she was introduced 
to last month. 

“Salvatore just came out 
with it and popped the 


question two weeks ago ... 
Britney was thrilled but 
told him she has to con¬ 
centrate on work and be¬ 
ing a good mother to her 
two sons. However, she 
said if he still feels the 
same way at the end of 
next year, she will consider 
marrying 
him.” 

METRO 
N 

SERVICES 


HELLO! 

Hot shot of the week 


Recently honoured in Rome with a retrospective of his work, 
filmmaker David Cronenberg reflects on a trip to the Italian 
captial exclusively in HELLO! Canada. “It was a very sweet ex¬ 
perience,” writes the Toronto-born Eastern Promises director, 
who brought his family, including his photographer daugh¬ 
ter Caitlin (who took the picture, above, at the Colosseum). 
HELLO! CANADA magazine, now available on newsstands - 
read more at hellomagazine.ca 


Miller's rep blasts British press 



rumour Sienna Miller’s 
representative has blasted 
the British press for alleg¬ 
ing the actress had split 
from oil heir Balthazar 
Getty last month, insisting 
recent quotes attributed 
to the star are “three years 
old,” imdb.com reports. 

The actress has been ro¬ 
mantically linked to Get 
ty since the summer 
when they were seen 
in Prague in the Czech 
Republic, on the 
set of Miller’s new 
movie G.I. Joe: 

Rise of Cobra. 

Miller was 
rumoured to 
have broken 
off her ro¬ 
mance with 
Getty. She 
was then 
alleged to 
have 
con¬ 
firmed 
the split 


and was quoted as saying, 
“I’m single at the mo¬ 
ment, and I’m completely 
happy with that.” 

Miller and Getty later 
appeared to have rekin¬ 
dled their love affair, after 
they were spotted togeth¬ 
er in London last 
week. 

But Miller’s 
spokesperson 
claims the cou¬ 
ple never part¬ 
ed ways in the 
first place, and 
is adamant 
the quotes 
have been re¬ 
hashed from 
an old inter¬ 
view, be¬ 
cause the ac¬ 
tress hasn’t 
commented 
on her private 
life in recent 
weeks. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Olsen’s rep denies 
pregnancy reports 


Chenoweth 
to pen memoirs 



METRO 


NEWS 


rumour Despite a recent 
National Enquirer report, 
Mary-Kate Olsen is not ex¬ 
pecting her first child, us- 
magazine.com reports. 

“Mary-Kate is absolutely 
not pregnant,” her rep 
said. According to the pa¬ 
per, rumours the 22-year- 
old was pregnant started 
when her 
weight shot 
up to 102 
pounds. 


book Actress/singer Kristin 
Chenoweth is the latest 
celebrity to write about 
her own life in a forthcom¬ 
ing memoir, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. The Pushing Daisies 
star will discuss being 
adopted, her rise to fame, 
and her role in the hit 
Broadway show 
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Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 


BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 
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Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Oologist’s sub¬ 
ject 

5 Adipose tissue 
8 Roundish hair¬ 
style 

12 Reynolds or 
Lancaster 

13 Falsehood 

14 Whip 

15 Heehaw 

16 Commercials 

17 Den 

18 Rental flat, 
perhaps 

20 Play a piccolo 
22 Will Ferrell 


Christmas movie 

23 Dog’s foot 

24 Sword handle 
27 In the wings 

32 Under the 
weather 

33 OPEC 
commodity 

34 Set up 

35 Italian 
“slipper” bread 

38 Nevada city 

39 Yank 

40 Dead heat 
42 Piano style 
45 Erratically 


changeable 

49 Lady’s guy 

50 Sapporo sash 

52 Privy to 

53 Carbon com¬ 
pound 

54 “— Miniver” 

55 Have an incli¬ 
nation 

56 Force unit 

57 “Humbug!” 

58 Lambs’ dams 


Crossword down 


1 Recedes 

2 Pundit 

3 Snatch 

4 Thin surgical implement 

5 Beat cop (SI.) 

6 Succor 

7 Criterion 

8 Showing buoyancy 

9 Eating utensils 

10 Disturb 

11 Shrek, e.g. 

19 Urban transport 
21 Chances, for short 

24 Toper’s interrupter 

25 “The Greatest” 

26 Pressing need? 

28 Suitable 


29 Halibut, for one 

30 Card player’s call 

31 Swelled head 

36 Bale 

37 Time of your life? 

38 Speak from memory 

41 Afternoon hour on a sun¬ 
dial 

42 Coaster 

43 Small horse 

44 “Who’s buried in Grant’s 
—?” 

46 Recognized 

47 Unescorted 

48 Odds’ mates 

51 Support system? 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Steak Skewered with 
Two Onions 

INGREDIENTS: 

11/2 lb (680 g) sirloin or rump 
steak, trimmed of all fat 
2 medium red onions 
8 fat scallions 

1 tbsp (15 mL) Dijon mustard 
1 tsp (5 mL) Worcestershire 
sauce 

1/2 tsp (2 mL) red wine vinegar 
Salt and black pepper 
4 tbsp (60 mL) light olive oil 

METHOD: 

1 . Preheat grill to high. Cut 
meat into 20 equal cubes. 
Peel, top and tail red onions, 
cut in half widthwise and cut 
each half into four wedges. 
Rinse scallions, trim to 
lengths of 4 in. (10 cm) and 
cut in half lengthwise. 

2 . Onto each of four metal 
skewers, about 16 in. (40 
cm) long, thread five pieces 
of meat, alternating with a 


combination of red and 
green onions. 

3 . Lay the skewers across 
grill pan or roasting pan, 
balancing ends on the rim. 

4 . Mix mustard, Worcester¬ 
shire sauce, vinegar, salt, 
and pepper in a small bowl, 
then whisk in oil. 

5 . Brush half the mixture 
over kabobs, then grill, close 
to the heat source, for 3-5 
minutes. Turn skewers, 
brush with remaining 
mixture and grill for a 
further 3-5 minutes. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

A bitter person’s aloofness 
makes you smile. Nothing can 
get you down for long. Tell 
everyone about better ways to 
succeed. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


A person’s reaction will be over 
the top. It’s up to you to give a 
reality check. Anything can 
happen if you respond happily 
to a request. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



Now is the time to yield to a 
sense of enchantment. You’ll 
move easily into an alliance. Be 
fair to a shy person. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



Don’t set aside a commitment. 
The signs of the future are all 
around. You’ll gain the sympa¬ 
thy of a friend. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


A former party-girl is longing 
for pure devotion. Don’t try to 
catch up in a silly debate. A 
transit delay can reduce the 
number of your boring tasks. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


An illness has unforeseen con¬ 
sequences. A beginner's loyalty 
is tested. Compose yourself and 
think again about a decision. 


LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A misunderstanding brings 
about a fortunate friendship. A 
loss of nerve comes out in the 
open. An angiy man is passion¬ 
ately awaited. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Business confusion is blamed 
for misbehaviour. Nobody 
knows that your feelings are 
deep. A lucky person doesn’t 
let a chance go by. 


© 


SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

An obsession interferes in a 
new relationship. Deliberate 
flippancy won’t be highly re¬ 
garded. A fantasy won’t give 
you any security. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A sensible man gives wonder¬ 
ful gifts. It’s time to see a doc¬ 
tor. Having different options 
will please you. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Your energy level rises as time 
goes by. An unexpected gift 
comes in the nick of time. 
Someone will be forced to 
leave. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

The reason for a bit of gossip 
will stun you. Resist being 
stuck in a dreary rut. An outgo¬ 
ing friend has broken a mean¬ 
ingless bond. 



/^Cross over Journey^x 
'Rings set in 14kt White or 
^Yellow Gold, .25 - l.OOcttw, 


Journey Pendant 
& Earrings Set in 14kt 
White Gold, .50 - .75cttw 

r *799 SFI 599 


a/ «. ^/u/efteni/enl ^ewe//er& 


STILL THE BIGGEST & STILL THE BEST... Place to Shop for Christmas 


11248 - 170 STREET I PH: 780.484.6342 
TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 
More great gift ideas at: 

WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 


This day in history 

DEC. 4,1791: The first issue of The Observer, the world’s first Sun¬ 
day newspaper, is published. 

DEC. 4,1909: First Grey Cup game was played. The University of 
Toronto Varsity Blues defeated the Toronto Parkdale Canoe Club. 
DEC. 4,1952: Great Smog of 1952: A cold fog descends upon Lon¬ 
don, combining with air pollution and killing at least 12,000 in the 
weeks and months that follow. 

DEC. 4,1954: The first Burger King is opened in Miami. 

DEC. 4,2005: Tens of thousands of people in Hong Kong protest 
for democracy and call on the government to allow universal and 
equal suffrage. metro news services 


WORDY GURDYS ™, 

1. Autumn donnybrook (1) Eyeiy answer Isa rhyming 

rill 1 1 1 1 1 pair ot words (like FAT CAT 

and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Zorba player Anthony’s bowling targets (1) they will fit in the letter 

| | | | | | | | | squares. The number after the 

definition tells you how many 

3. Upscale, stylish imposter (2) syllables in each word. 

1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

4. Copper or tin stovetop whistler (2) 

n i i ■ i i i i i i 

5. Actress Kelly’s car-pursuit scenes (2) 

1 1 II II ft 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. CBS newsman Dan’s shaving foams (2) 

II II 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 II 1 

7. Lack of difficulty for raunchiness (3) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 

ssaisnsva ssaNizvaas *l saaHivi saaHiva 9 sasvHO saovao e 
3TXX3H avxaw P ANOHd ANOX S SNId SNNinb Z TAVVHH TIVa I 
12 ' 4 - 08 SH3ALSNV 
























































































































































































































































Available at the Following 
Bell stores: 



More minutes 
than Rogers or Telus 
More joy for you. 

Right now, get more minutes than Rogers™ or Telus™ 1 . And with email, 
Internet plus many other cool Features, our new Smartphone Combo 
plans give you everything you need. All on the Fastest and largest 
network across North America 2 . Hurry, this oFFer ends soon. 

Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE • bell.ca 



SMARTPHONE 
COMBO PLANS 3 

$/| CyMO. 

$yQ/MO. 

Anytime 

Local Minutes 

250 

+ 50 bonus 

500 

Nights & Weekends 

Unlimited 

Choice OF: 

Unlimited Incoming 4 or 
Nationwide Fab Five 5 or 
Extended Hours 6 (5pm) 

Email, Internet &. 
Instant Messenger 

500MB 

Unlimited 7 

Text Messaging 

- 

Unlimited 8 

Additional Features 

V_ 

• Call Waiting 

• Conference Calling 9 


BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave.S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 

Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall - kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre - kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall - kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANMORE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 

6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre - kiosk II 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre - kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

EDS0N 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping Centre 
LL0YDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITEC0URT 
3301 37 Ave 


: : : BlackBerry 



smartphones 
just got 
better 


Also available at these participating retailers: 


CALGARY 
Connect All 


LETHBRIDGE 
Protek Communications 


Costco 


- W HOLESALE 


§!Sb ooth «HIRELESSHHVE» HIRELESS etc... 


Offer ends December 31, 2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Weeknights Mon-Thurs, 9pm-7am; Weekends Fri 9pm-Mon 7am. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75c), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation 
($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may apply outside your local area. With data use, charges apply if you do not subscribe to a data plan and fees may apply for features, content and roaming when outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges 
apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1) Current as of Nov 28,2008. (2) The IxEVDO network is the fastest and largest high-speed mobile network that is available across all countries within North America. (3) With new activation on a 3-yr, 
contract term. (4) Applies to airtime for calls received in your local calling area. (5) Unlimited local and Canadian long distance calls and unlimited text messages to and from five designated numbers. (6) Weeknights Mon-Thurs, 5pm-7am; Weekends Fri 5pm-Mon 7am. (7) Subject to acceptable use restrictions in 
Terms of $ervice, including consuming excessive network capacity or causing our network to be adversely affected. $ee bell.ca/acceptableuse for details. (8) Received messages include local, international, roaming and service related messages from Bell and exclude premium, alerts and dial-up messages. $ent 
messages include local messages and exclude international, roaming, alerts, premium messages and messages sent with an instant messaging application. (9) Bimultaneous use of airtime. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, 3ureType®, 3urePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the 
property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Rogers is a trade-mark of Rogers Communications Inc. Telus is a trade-mark of Telus Corporation. 























